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Reſticaion. 


-/ Mongſt al the 
© Miſeries which 
ſinful Men bring 
OF upon themſelves, 
g2=& I know none grea- 
Wax ter, nor leſs conz 
oe fidered by them, 

& than thoſe which 

_ proceed fromun- 

"iſt ak > Fndent: ations. Fhere are 
ſeveral '{ſorts of Men who pretend to 
great Piety, but are dreadfully forſaken 
of common Honeſty. And there are 
many more who expect, that ' God _ 
B ave 


Z The Necel fy 
have merey upon their Souls, although 
they: die-in-the wrongful poſſeſſion ' of 
other-Mens Eftates.'-, They bope for 
the Kingdom of Heaven, becauſe they 
are Chriſtians, .zwhen.there are thou- 
ſands of Heathen$ tht are not ſo far 
PI, end- therefore, -that 

n Rap Te deceive. others by 
aking or Ea ling © their Right from 
them 3. nor Fa. iemſelves by the 
vain hopes oh expecting any Bleſling or 
Mercy from” God, whikeſt they. detein 
that which !is hot. their own ; 1 have 
thought fit fo 'Pabiiſt this ſmall Trea- 


tiſe of qa. in which I ſhall 
Fl Art} 2108 DEN VUNHE7 


5: What R Ru e ire trons, as 
a” ſo what ,Councel and: Advite 1 is 
-+ +---10640- be glven CONGETINNE Ie: 


: » What Reſtituiy 7 Ta. of this* F 
dhall»give: but;.a brief 2ccqunt,. becauſe 
..44.1s far better known than practiced 

amongſt 
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Of Reſtitution; 2 


| amongſt'unjuſt Men. In General, it is 


a full recompenice ,or ſatisfation made 


* far any wrong” or. injury that is done 
| to another, where the Perſon offending. 


hath not that #7 ſpecie which he hath 
taken away, . the return of which is 
Reſtitution in the moſt ſtrict and proper 
ſenſe. More particularly it ſuppoſeth 

cheſs Ave THIRDS: <2 IDE. 

©1.-lt ſuppoſeth 2 wrong really done. 
He that Deſigns the injury of another, 


' hath Sinned avainſt God in his. Heart, 


and muſt begg his pardon. He ſhall 
do well likewiſe (andit may very much 
conduce to the Peace of his Mind') to 
ask- His forgiveneſs, to whom the 4in- 
jury was intended, and defire his Pray- 
ers to God for him; but there is no 
amends required where wicked-Triten- 
Lon do not proceed to Injurious ACti- 
ns. | 
- 2. It ſuppoſeth the Perſon offending 
to know 'of the” wrong that he hath 
done, and” that it was either through 
his wilfulneſs, or through his careleſ- 
neſs. that his Brother ſuffered by him: 
A Man may do an injury ignotantly, 
and through inadvertency and never 
know of it; in which caſe there 1s no 
Reſtitution required. De non apparenti- 
| B 2 bus, 
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bus, -&c. Things that appear not, are 
as if they were - not- I mention this 
for the ſake of: melancholly Perſons, 


ſuch .as are apt to beſurprized by need- 
be and cauſeleſs fears. 

..It ſuppoſeth the Perſon offending 
to g 21 the value, or fo be able to 
make ſome eſtimate of the wrong that 


he hath done. If he doth not know | 


nor. can find by enquiry all the injury 
that he hath done (which is a caſe too 
common) he is to. make as juſt, an 
eſtimate as he. can, and reſtore accord- 
ingly, and 1n ſo doing he may obtain 
forgiveneſs from God. If any ſhall 


ſay, it is well for unjuſt Perſons if 


they have bad , memories, . by which 
they. may ſpare their purſes, I nwft 
tell-them, that they know. not what re- 
pentance - is by which Reſtitution is 
produced, of which 1 ſhall [peak i In its 
proper place. 

4; It ſuppoſeth abjlity to reſtore 
either_ in whole or in” part. ' Where 
there is no Ability, there muſt 'be a 
trueand ſincerely Penitent Acknowledg- 
ment to. the offended Perſon, with a 
faithful promiſe to feſtore if ever he 
be able. 


'Þ Reſt 


wes ep a ww aEeET JﬀAMR tt 4 £65 


.ft 


fll - 1994 


Ld » &4* TT nmr r} _ Wt <= 


Of Reſtitntion, 5 

. Reſtitution ſuppoſeth a voluntary 

att, ' and that it be not by any com- 

oulſion. 'When a Theif is taken, and 
the Goods forced out of his hand : 


| Or, when a Man-is compelled by the 


Law to make Satisfaction for the wrong 
that he hath done, this is not Reſtitu- 
2102 properly called, which is produ- 
ced by that Repentance which cleares 
the Sinners mind from the guilt of what 
he hath done. | 


I. I am to ſhew the abſolute and 
indiſpenſible Neceſlity of Reſtitution, 
which is very little conſidered in the 
World. | The neceſſity of it will ap-- 
pear under theſe four Heads. 


1. Goddoth ſtriftly requite it. 
. 2, He ſeverely Puniſhes the Sin- 
ner that neglects it- 
. He accepts of no ſervice till it 
wy - performed. 
4. There can be no true Repen- 
tance, and conſequently no Sal- 
vation without It. | | 


1, God doth ſtrictly require it, 
There is Neceſſitas precepti, He that. 
thinks he need not make Reſtitution - 
B 3 for 


"c The Neceſſi ty. 


for the wrong that he hath done, may 
as well ſay, there is no neceſlity -of 
doing that which the great Law-giver 
doth command to be. done. © _ 

. 1. The Law of Nature requires it, 
which. is the firſt and great. Law; the 
Law.ofGod imprinted in us, and there- 
fore muſt not be contradicted. Gods 
revealed Law Written at firſt in''Ta- 
bles of Stone, . hath-not ſuch a deep 
impreſſion as his Law Written in our 
Hearts. His revealed Law was given 
to. us by Men, but, the Natural Law 
iS FRGjATED in our winds, by Dna 
{el 


Man may ſteal-or keep away the Right 
of another Man, and we could ſuppoſe 
him -that Proclaimes this .Law to be 
able to do a thouſand Miracles for 
the Confirmation of-it ; yet wonld it 
lignifie. nothing, becanſe the Principles 
of Juſtice and Uprightneſs are inſepa- 
Table from a Mans Reaſon and Under- 
{tanding. _, 
There 1s no Heathen ſo "2 Moy 
but he knows that every Man ought 
Lo enjoy that which.is his own. Andif 
any. be guilty of wronging their 
DAY, they have been under 
the 


If, there ſhould be a Law, that a 
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Of Reſtitution, 3 
the juſt apprehenſions of Divine V en- 
eance- 

The Example of the: Nintubres" in 
this Caſe is very remaykable. ''T hey 
were Heathens to whom God fent' the 
Prophet Jonah with a dreadful Meſſage, 
that after Fourry Hayes they thould þ: 
defroyed, The” People Dlired ihe 
Prophet. '. A Faſt was Proclaimet.- The = 
King' confulting with the Nobfes, 's 
Privy Councel, what' might 'be the 


cauſe of. Gods di iſptafure: ; Proclaim'd 


(not only that ar and Beaſt ſhould 
Faſt and*Cry mightily to God, but) that 
every Man ſhould tir from the evil” of 
his. way, and from rhe' Violence that 'was 
in .his Hands: Or, as the Word'1s 
properly rendered. In the bollow of his 
Hands, Jonah. 3-3.” "The meaning 1s, 
that; which they had wrongfully taken 
and. kept from the Owner. The He- 
brews gnhderſtood this to be meant of ill- 
gotten Goods which the N:zevites had 
deteined; and for That it was that they 
expeted. God would deftroy them: 
This 1s the only ſin that is mentioned 


- in, the, Kings Proclamation, and it 1s 


obſervable, ” that he doth not think it 
enough, in Conſultation with ;his No- 
Dles,. to ſpeak. in general terms ; "Let 

B 4 F. 3! them 
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them turn every] one from the Evil of his . 


The Neceſſuy f 


way, which had been comprehenſive of 
any wrong done to Men ; but 'he makes 
particular mention of it, And from the 
Violence that 1s 11 their hands, that is, from 


the Right of others which was forci- | 


bly deteined from them. , The Afar- 


riners, When Jonah fled from Tharſhiſh, - 
caſt lots, that : they might know 'for | 
whoſe ſake it was that the Tempeſt 


came at Sea; But the Ninevites knew 
very well for what it was, that their De- 
ſtruction was threatned at Land : they 
had done wrong, and muſt make Reſti- 
tution. Rapta -reſtztuat ſine quo 01 eſt 
vera . penitentia, is the account which 
Grotius and others give of that place. Let 
every one reſtore that which. he hath 
taken away, without which there is nq 
Repentance. This was the ſence which 
thoſe. Heathens had. of their duty as 
well as. of their danger.  Nineveh was 
a_great City in which there were ma- 
ny Rich Merchants, and other traders 
who had gotten Riches, but not by Right; 

and: now that they, were in danger of 


Deſtruction, the King and Nobles con- 
1idered it to be ſo great, a provocation, 
that how many ſoever they were that 
had. done wrong, every one mbſt re- 


ſtore, 
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tore, or take that courſe concerning it, 
by which it might. appear that they 
were ſenſible of, and ſorrowful for ſo 
great a ſin, as the taking or. keeping 
away the Right of another. Let every ' 
one turn from the evil of his way, and. 
from the Violence that is in his Hands, © 
Next to the caſe, of the . Nznevzres, IT. 
may mention that Reſtitution made 
by an Idolater, which the Scripture 
likewiſe gives an account of, J«d. 17.” 
Hicah ſtole from his Mother an Idola- 
tieſs, Eleven hundred ſhekels of Silver. 
She knew not who had it, but curſed 
him who ever he was. Aicah being 
conſcious to himſelf of what he had 
done, and how juſtly he might. expeCt 
the Curſe to fall upon him, Reſtored 
the Silver again. His Mother under- 
ſtanding that her Son had it, thought 
it to be in a very good hand, inſfomuch 
that ſhe Blejjed: him, -and defired him 
" to keep it. But he being ſenſible of 
the baſeneſs of having that in his hand, 
which he had unlawfully taken, and- 
knowing how much he deſerved the 
Curſe rather than the Bleſſing, reſolves 
to be rid of it, when it 'was: become 
Lawful for him to' keep 'it- When he 
head reſtored the Eleven hundred S$hekels 
'> if 
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of Silver t) his Mother, his Mother ſaid, 


I' had wholly dedicated the Silver unto © 


the Lord from my band, for my Son to 
make a Graven Tmage and a Molten I- 
rage. Now therefore I will reſtore it 
unto thee. Tet he reftored the Money un- 
to his Mother... Whatever miſtake 14;- 


cah was guilty, of in his. Idolatrous - 


Worſhip of God, he was not miſtaken 
In the neceſſity of reſtoring that which 
he had wrongfully taken away. 

'The Turkiſh Religion doth likewiſe 
very Itrialy require Reſtitution, What- 
ever Mabomets honeſty was, he had 
more Witt than to think that he could 
eſtabliſh a Religion, which ſhould Pre- 
vail in the World, if it gaye the leaſt 
encouragement tq any to hope for hap- 
pineſs, that deteined the Right, of 0s 
ther Men. His Law is, If any Man 
bath any ill-gotten Goods in his poſſeſſion, 
he muſt make [peedy ſatisfattion ; and if 
he be not able, he muſt give the Owner 
a Bill under his hand, to reStore it ſo 
ſoon as he is able. If he had allowed 
of doing wrong, or declared Reſtitu- 
t40n to be unneceſſary, his Religion 
would have ſfunck in the World, as 
he did ſoon after he left it. | 
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We haye a remarkable inſtance 'of 
one Selymus a Turkiſh Emperor ; who. 
lying upon his death Bed, Pyrrhxs one 
of his-Baſbaws. came to him and ad- 
visd him,for the quieting his tormented 
mind.,to beſtaw the wealth which he had 
wrongfully taken from the Perſran Mer- 
chants, upon an Hoſpital for the Poor. 
But that would not ſatisfie his guilty 
Conſcience when he was dying, and 
therefore he required that. the Money 
ſhould be returned 'to the Merchants 
themſelves, faying, They are without the 
Obedience bf God, that dg not repent and 
reſtore; He that thinks' he may do 
wrong and dye in peace, .though he 
never makes Reſtitution, may learn bet: 
ter things of Heathens, Idolaters and 
PFurks, who have the Law of Nature to 
command them. 

2. It is againſt the revealed Law of 
God, which is chiefly..a confirmation 
of the'Law of Natnre, and an additional 
Obligation -'to the performance: of 
It. | | 

ReZtitution is implyed”in' the Eighth 
Commandment, £ how ſhalt not ſteal. If a 
Man may not ſteal, .that' is, do any 
wrong, \-or uſe - any | deceit (for the 
Commandment 1s a prohibition -of a 
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Teſtore that which he hath ſtolen- or 
wrongfully taken from another. 'It is 
likewiſe a very plain and undeniable 


Inference from the tenth, Thou ſhalt. 
ot covet ;, for if I muſt not covet my + 


Neighbours goods, I muſt much leſs 
keep them from, him. 

But beſides what' we may conclude 
from theſe, we find - particular and 
very ſtrict Laws for Reſtitution, They 
were given to the Iſraelites of Old, 
that they might not offer to call them- 
ſelves Gods People, and 'do wrong one 
to another. 


There were Laws of Reſtitution for 


Tbeft, according to the aggravation of 
the crime, Exod, 22, 1. If a Man ſhall 
cal an Ox or a Sheep and kill it, or 
fell it, be ſhall reſtore: five Oxen. for an 
Ox, and four Sheep for a Sheep, God 
was pleaſed to ſhew ſo much regard 
to the injured Perſon, thar he did not 
only command a fatisfaftion to be gi- 
ven to' him for what he had loſt, but 
likewiſe the advantage of that. penalty 
which was inflifted upon the Offender, 
Oxen were more profitable and ſeryi- 
ceable than Sheep, and therefore the 
greater Reſtitution is required, 
7 In 


unjuſt dealings) I am ſure he muſt re-, 
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In caſe of Honſe-Breakers, ver, 2;:1f 
the Thief was taken in the+ Dark and 
were killed, there was ':no Blood: to: 
be ſhed for him :/' for which amongſt 
other reaſons'this is givenifor'one, that: 
it was poſſible for him to eſcape :in 
the Dark, and to carry 'away-the goods 
that he had taken, ſo that the owner: 
could never 'have any 'Reſtirution, But 
if the Sun were riſen by which he 
might be apprehended, he was:then to 


reſtore double, ver. 3. © And® if he were 


not able, he was to be fold into Bon- 
dage. >, Ott 
It is faid, Prov..6. 31.- 1f a Thief 

be found, he ſhall eſfore” ſeven-fold, he 
ſhall give all the ſubſtance of his houſe ; 
which may ſeem very 1evere, confider- 
ing that. Solomon ſpeaks in the former 
verſe of ' a Thief that ſteals to fſatiſ- 
fie hunger : and _it | ſeems to contradict. 
the other Lawsz' there being no men- 
tion made; by* Moſes of ſuch .a Refti- 
zution, Some ſay that Solomon ſpeaks on- 
ly of the Therf taken inthe Night; and 
that there was therefore ſuch a ſevere 
Reſtitution,” becauſe it was Lawful to 
have killed him. ' Others by ['Seven- 
fold] underſtand only that he ſhould 
take a- plentiful Reffsrution, Ren 
| tire 
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the. number. [Seven]- is one of thoſe 


numbers which is frequently underſtood” 


indefinitly, for an: uncertain. number. 


Other opinions there are.concerning it, 


but -it. belongs not to,my. preſent pur- 
poſe to take notice of them, 
enough that: God required; very, ſtrift 
Reſtitution from him. that took away 


o 


the Right of another Man. ,.. _ . - 
-In the Book of Leviticus, . we find 
ſach Laws as-:;are fit for all deceitful 
Tradeſmen, [as well.as. others, to: look 
into, Chap. 6. 2. If a Soul ſin, and come 
mit a treſpaſs againſt the Lord; and lye 
anto his Neighbour. in that which was 


delivered to him to \kgep, cr, un. a Fellow- 


ſhip ; that is, as-;you may ſee. in . the 
Margent, in his dealing with him, Or 
ina thing taken .awayby: violence... or 
bath decerved: his -Newghbour, - or. have 
fourd that which was: loſt, and lieth con- 
cerning it , and ſweareth;f alſely-—— Then 
ſhall -it-be, that - becauſe. he.. hath. ſinned 
and is guilty; | that be; ſhall. reſtare that 
which: he took # wolently amay, .or.the thing 
which he: hath deceitfully gotten or that 
which was delivereg\ to. him. 10: keep, or 
the loſt thing which he found, or all that 
bout which he bath ſworn falſly, be ſhall 
even reſtore in the principal, and ſhall add 

| the 
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Off Reſtitution. 15 
the fifth: part more thereto, | and give it 
wito him to-whom it appertaineth, This 
was the RecFirtaution which he was to 
make in caſe-he voluntarily. confeſſed 
the wrong.that he had done, and was 
not by difcayery compelled to it ; for 
then he was to pay double. 

I know' very well, that unjuſt and 

fraudujent Perſons: will ſay, that thoſe 
Laws do not now bind, becauſe there 
is: an alteration of Diſpenſations.* It 
is true, that the Penalties of theſe Laws 
are altered. And it is true, that thoſe 
Laws: belonged to the : Fews : | Yet the 
moral "Equity -of them, upon- which 
_ they are founded, do ſtill remain, :and 
therefore they are of. ſufficient force 
to: prove it to be the declkared Wiltof 
God, that if any. Man hath done wrong 
he: ſhall reſtore. Reſtitution is likewite 
required in the New Teſtament, in that 
-plaini Command of. the Apoſtle, Rom, 
13.7. Render to every Man his due.; 

[As there; are Scripture-Precepts;. ſo 
are there likewiſe Scripture-Precedents 
very worthy our Obſervation. | 

Good Men of old, did not think 
they could. have the 'Bleſling of God 
in.this World ;- much lefs. that they 

' could go out of it in peace, if oy 
| = 
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deteined the Right of other Men. And 
on the contrary we find, that their up- | 24 
rightneſs towards Men, was a great | vi 
cauſe of their Rejoycing, - when they | fat 
were to appear before God.: | ' | 
Remarkable in the firſt place, is the | de 
Inſtance, of Samuel, 1 Sam. 12: 25 3—1' | 
am Old and Gray-headed, and behold my | m 
Sons are with you, - and I have walked | he 
before you from my Childhood unto this | he 
day.: Whoſe Ox bave I taken? Or whoſe | 11 
Ajs. bave I taken? Or.whom have I de- | t 
franded ? Whom have I oppreſſed ?- Or of | al 
whoſe : hands have 1 received 'a. Bribe to | bt 
blind mine eyes therewith, and I will re- | tc 
ſtore it: you.” "This Appeal which Samuel | tl 
made,- was: before a great convention. | T 
upon a ſolemn occaſion, viz. The make- } it 
#ng. of a King before the Lord in Gilgal, | 
where 2tis -faid, All Iſrael were met to- 
getber, chap. 11. 15. Samuel being now 
ready to leave. the World; knew that. 
.he could not die in peace, if, in any 
capacity, he had wronged any. Man, 
-and did not-reſtore; and therefore de- 
| -fires that - all that knew'':him would 
3B deal faithfully with him. 'He appeals 
| to 'them in reference to his common 
capacity as he was 'a Man, and had 
his Converſation amongſt them. Whoſe 
| (057 Qx 
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Of Reſtitution ; FY 
Ox have I taken ? - Or- whoſe Aſs have T 
taken *? Oxen and Aﬀes were very ſer- 


viceable Creatures, 'and therefore the 
fault would have been the greater, if 


| byany kind of injuſtice or deceit he had 


deprived Men of them. In the next 
Words, Whom have I defrauded'? He 
makes a general appeal which compre- 
hends the ſmalleſt injuries. It is as if 
he had ſaid, If any of you know that 
I have, in any caſe, done the leaſt wrong 
to the meaneſt Man, Let me know of it, 
and I will reſtore. He knew frand to 
be ſo baſe a thing, and ſo contraty 
to the common Principles of Mankind, 
that he abhorred the leaſt guilt of it. 
The Son of Syrach gives this account of 
it, Eccleſ. 46. 19, Samuel before his long 
ſleep made Prote$tation in the ſipht of thz 
Lord and his Anointed, that he took. no 


" ſubſtance of any Man, no not ſo much as 


a ſhoe, and no Man could accuſe him, -He 
appeals to them likewiſe, 1n reference 
to his Magiſtracy, He had now newly! 
reſign'd. his Office as a Judge; and if 
any Man could accoſe him, they might 
do it without any fear or dread of his 
Authority. Of whoſe hand have I receiv:d 
a- Bribe to blind . mine eyes therewith, and 
I will reſtore it you. It appears, that 

there 
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there had been . corrupt Magiſtrates in 
thoſe dayes. And doubtleſs it is not 
in the power of. the moſt juſt- and -up- 
right-Princes alwayes to. make choice 
of ſuch-as'will not be [guilty of Bri- 
bery. But it was Saws comfort that 


he was none ,of them, and that his con- 


ſcience was clear from any ſuch dread- 
ful accuſafion. He knew very well that 
a corrupt Judge is in a thoutand times 
worſe condition than the vileſt Male- 
factor that eyer ſtood before him, or 
was condemned by him- Men of low 
degree . cannot commit ſuch - fins as 
caole who are in great and publick 
Truſts: ;:' A Bribe to a Judge to pervert 
the Law! Ir 1s fuch a dreadful thing, 
that he: muſt be a hardned finner, that 
doth not tremble at the thoughts of giy= 
ing it, -and therefore he may well trem: 
ble that ſhall dare to take ir. 

Hiſtories tell us of Heathen Kings and 
Emperours, who did fo abhor Briberie, 
that they.thought no ſeverity. could be 
too great for him that ſhould be guilty 
of it. Amongſt many Inſtances, I will 
mention. but this one. Cambyſes King of 
Pj: diſcovering that Syſamnus one of 
his Judges had taken a Bribe, he com- 
manded him to be put to death: m_ 
war's, Skin 
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Of Reſtitution. 19 
Skin to be flayed off, and the Judgment 
Seat to be coyered with it :- And then 
made choice 'of his Son to ſucceed him, 
that ſitting in_ the Court: of Judicature, 
upon his: Fathers Skin, -he - might look 
to his own; for the King told him, that 
if he committed the ſame fin he muſt ex- 
pect the ſame Puniſhment. - | 
I will add another Inſtance of one 
who was not a P agan Prince) which I re- 
ceived from a Miniſter whoſe Brother 
was preſent at that time ; and if I miſtake: 
not, an eye Witneſs of. the whole trant- 
="r"_1 or at leaſt of the Tragick part 
GH. * 

. The Emperor. of /o/covie being in- 
formed, that one of his Judges had raken 
a Bribe, which was a Gooſe with its Belly 
full of Gold, commanded him and the 
other Judges to appear before him,not diſ- 
covering the leaſt diſpleaſure, When the 
Judges were cheerful in his preſence, he 
commanded the Hangman to be broughs: 
in, and asked him if knew how to cut up 
a Goole, to which he replied, "That he 
could do 1t very well. . The Emperor 
then commanded him to take away that 
Judge and cut him up after the ſame. 
manner: Which was forthwith dore 
accordingly. TIED 
C2 Bribery 
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Bribery is not only a thing horribly 
Wicked in the ſight of God, but like- 
wiſe ſo baſe, and low, and ſordid in 
the ſight of Men, that if any Magiſtrate 
whatſoever can be ſo corrupt as to be 
guilty of it, either to puniſh the In- 
nocent or acquit the Guilty, it mult 
be kept cloſe, and delivered to him 
with great Secrecy, A Wicked Man 
raketh a Guift ont of the Boſome to per- 
vert the wayes of Fudgment. Prov. 17-23, 
Or elſe he muft have a Servant (of whom 
he harh good aſſurance that he will be 
Faithful to the Devil, and his Maſter 
who employ him) to take the Bribes 
_ the Notion of a reward to him- 
felt. 


Samuel appeals to alt 1fraet, amongſt 


whom there might be many that had 
been hits Servants and inferiour Officers, 
who knew thar if they had raken a Bribe 
to blind their Maſters Eyes they muſt 
never ſee his Face. He was careful that 
men ſhould be puniſhed for their crimes 
v *tlout any partial reſpeC&t to their outs 
ward efkate and condition in the World. 
His innocency makes this appeal; for if 
he had been guilty, *tis moſt probable 
tat he would have died a hardned ſinner. 
It Magiſtrates who have a great truſt com- 
mitted 


en oi gs paw wy RXV ac A hw 


| . 41QQ0A 


Of Reſtitution, 21 
mitted to them, and who are ſaid in the 
Scripture to Judg, Not for Ian but for 
God, ſhall be perverted by Bribes, it 
may well be expected that they ſhould 
be found amongſt the number of thoſe 
that have forſaken God, and are for- 
ſaken by him, and conſequently. that 
they ſhould never repent and reſtore. 
We have likewiſe aavery remarkable- 
inſtance of Reſtitution in the Book of Ne- 
hemiah, chap-6. 11.12,13. There was a 
dreadful complaint in the beginning of 
the Chapter. - After the Jews were re- 
turned from captivity, they were forced 
to part with their Lands and Vineyards: 
Nay, their Children were pawned that 
they might have Bread to eat, They took. 
up corn for them, v.5. Theſe and many 
more complaints which we there find, 
were occalioned by the urjult exaCtions 
of their Brethren, and the unreaſdnable 
advantages, which they made of their 
neceſſitous condition. Hereupon Nehe- 
miah was exceedingly diſpleaſed, and 
ſaid, v,9. 1t is not good that yee do : ought 
yee ot to walk mm ths fear of our God," be- 
eauſe of the reproach of the Heathen our 
Enemies? W here note,that all unjuſt aQi- 
ons are inconſiſtent with the fear of God. 
They are likewiſe a reproach to that Re- 
C 3 ligion 
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ligion which men profeſs, eſpecially 
when thoſe" that are of the ſame Reli- 
gion exact from one © another. There 
was no way to take off that reproach from 
the Men of the True Religiow but by 
Reſtitution, And therefore Nehemiah re- 
quires; that/it 'may- be done with all 
poſſible ſpeed; v. 1r. Reftore T pray you 


unto them, - eventhis day, their Lands, their 


Vineyards,their Oliveyaras,and their Houſes, | 


& alſothe hundredth part of their Mony, viz. 
That which they had taken upon unlawful 
Uſury, 47d of the Corn, the Wine and the 
Oy! chat ye exatt of them, Then ſaid they, 
we will reſtore them, - and will Tequire no- 
thing of - them, fo will we do'to: them as 
theu baſt jaid,”. Thea T called the Prieſts, 
and tork an Oath 'of them that they ſhould do 
according to this promiſe, | Alſo T ſhook, my 
lap and ſaid, B» God (hake out every Mam 
from his Hoſe, and' from'bis Labour that 
. performeth uot this promiſe. . And all the 
Congrenation ſaid Amin, and praiſed the 
Lod; and the People did according to this 
Promiſe. By this we may conclude what 
. a deep ſenſe the Rich Men had of the 
1;nfulneſs of exaCtion: as well asthe poor 
had of the Benefit of Reftzrution, in that 
they All [aid Amer, ani praiſed the Lord. 


In 
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In the New Teſtament. we have Tike- 


wiſe the inſtance of Zachers, who fhew- 
ed the Truth of his converſion by his rea- 


dineſs to Reſtitution, Luk, 19. 8.—— Ard 
af \1 have taken any thing from any Man, 


T reftore four fold.” And thereupon at 
the next verſe, Feſus faid unto him, this 
day is Salvation come to this Houſe, "For 
aſmich-as he alſo is of the Seed of Abra- 
ham. If he wronged any, he ac- 
counted himſelf a Fhief un ſo doing, it 
that he made that Reſtitution'which was 
required' of thetn, ' which 'our Saviour 
doth not contradict, but commend, in 
that he entitles him (whd Was a «Pt litan) 
2 Son of AYraham, 

Thus have I ſhewed by a few of thoſe 
many Texts and Inſtances which we have 
in 'the Holy Scrix tures, that. God doth 
ſtrictly require, Keſtirmion,.* There are 
many more which Tſhall have occaſion to 
make uſe of ' under other heads. 1 am 
next to conſider {* 7 .. 

2. The great difpleaſure of God a- 


gainſt unjuſt and fraudulent Perſons, 


wao detein the right of other Men from 
them. The Rigltcous Lord lovtth Righte- 
ouſneſs, 'and his cottntenance aoth behold the 
upright. But thoſe,that are unjuſt and de- 
ceitful, are an Abominatioa to him.” He 
| C 4 that 
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that detaineth the right of another Man 


from him, hath ſuch an accurſed: thing ; 


in his hand as 4chan had, which he mult 
quickly' get; ridd- of, ' or it will be his 


utter ruine - and deſtrution. . If God 


ſhould not avenge the: injuries which Men 


are guilty 'of; he were: not juſt, and | 
conſequently -he were not God, And if. 


the \ſinner knew: the vengeance which 
hangs over-his head, from him to whom 
Vengeance belongs, 'he would - make_ haſt 
and neyer reſt a moment till he had re- 
ſtored. The evils which -. come upon 
unjuſt Perſons are of all ſorts, both Tem- 
poral, Spiritual and Eternal. -—__ 
1. Temporal Evils..' Men that have 
gotten Riches, . but. not by Right, are 
_ oft-times accurſed of, God . in all that 
they put their hands to. They and 
their Families, and their Poſterity ' be- 
come. exceeding miſerable, becauſe- part 
at leaſt .of what they have, was wrong- 
tully taken from others. - op 
- He-that oppreileth or deceiveth his 
Neighbour, promiſeth to hiniſelf great 
worldly-happineſs: . He cares not for 
God or Conſcience, ſo he may by any 
means. become rich, and thinks that, he 
ſhall ſhortly bave 7 he World at will, and 
that all Men ſhall either fear or honour 
CF, | eH him, 
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him, becauſe of his greatneſs: But he 


is miſerably diſappointed. Zophar in 


the Book of Fob, chap. 20. 17. excellently 


deſcribes the condition of \ſuch a Man 
under the Curſe of God, whilſt he isin 
this W orld. He ſhall not ſee the Kwvers, 
the Floods, the Brooks of Honey and But- 
ter, That which he laboured for ſhall he 
reſtore, and ſhall nct ſwallow it down; Of 
which there is a ſufficient reaſon given, 
ver.19. Becauſe he hath taken away an Houſe 
which he never built, ' He took great 
pains to get into the polleſſion of another 
Man, and thought with himſelf, thar all 
things ſhould be pleaſant and ſmooth ; 


that he ſhould then have Zorey and But- 


ter which ſignifies all delighttul things : 
That he ſhould have Floods of them 
which ſignifies an overflowing plenty : 
That his flouriſhing condition ſhould ne- 
ver ceaſe, but be as Rzvers that are al- 
wayes running. But alas, the Man is 
mightily miſtaken- He ſhall beſo plagued 
that he ſhall be glad to reſtore that which 
he unjuſtly took away, how hard ſcever 
he laboured for it. And if this Miſe- 
ry did only befall the Man himſelf, it 
were not 10 terrible, but his poſterity 
are in a fearful caſe by it, as Zophar tells 
us, v. 10. His Chilaren ſhall ſeck to fleafe 
| £6 the 
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the Poor, and bis hands fhall veflore their 
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Goods. He is become fo helpleſs, and 
ſo friendleſs; fo hated of all Men, that 
his Children are deſpiſed of them that 
are deſpiſed' of others. They ſhall be 


glad if they can get ſuch relief as the 


Poor are able to afford them, which to 
be ſure, is but very ſmall. Nay, they 
ſhall be glad to begg of, them whom' 
their Father made Poor by his diſhoneſty, 
And his hands ſhall reftore their goods, He 
* ſhall find fo great a curſe of God upon 
him;that he ſhallbring that back to them 
which he. baſely took away. from them. 
He ſhall defire them to take their own 
in hopes thathe ſhall be leſs miſerable. _ 

This 1s a very Proper conſequent of 
baſe Actions, becauſe they enrage all 
Men againlt thoſe” that are guilty of 
them. Good Men are' not only ſet a- 
gainft them, but as it is ſaid, v. 22. Eve- 
7y Hand of the Wicked ſhall be upon them. 
And, which is a token of Mens being 
highly incenſed, they ſhall have no re- 
gard for the Children of ſich Men, but 
will be apt to conclude, that they are like 
young Wolves or Foxes, that will be 
like the old one, and therefore they have 
no Pity for them. Some read the Words, 
His Chilaren ſeeking, ſhall pleaſe the Poor, 
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[The meaning is, It- ſhall pleaſe the 


poor to ſee his Children ſeek to them 
to fee what a wretched condition they 
are brought into, for their Fathers fake. 
Thus it appears how. the Honey and 


Butter 1s turned into Gaul and Worm- 


wood ; or according to the foregoing 
vetſe, how he hath the Porſon off A/pes, 
and the Vipers Tongue, inſtead of his 
Honey - and Butter. 

| Fhis Zophar tells us is the Condition 
of the unjuſt Man whileſt he lives. At 
the 21 verſe, we ſee in what a Condition 
he dies; There (hall none of his Mear 
be left,, therefore ſhall no dan look. for 
his Goods. The Curſe of God confound- 
ed the Goods, before Death confound- 
ed the Man. They that ſhalllook into 
his Houſe when he is gone, may find 
his Children, that ſought ro pleaſe the Poor, 
but . they ſhall find neither Meat nor Mo- 
ney, nor '{o much as a Bed tolte on : No 
Man ſhall look for his Goods, for there ate 
none to be found. | 

* Such Temporal Judgments from God 
as theſe are, we often ſce, befalling un- 
juſt Men. FJayies are commonly fullelt 
of thoſe men that had tricks to - cheat 
and deceive others, where they continne 
in a miſerable condition, becauſe all 
I Men 
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men know that it is beſt for the World 
they ſhould be there. And their Chil- 
dren, who might have lived plentifully, 
if their Father would have lived honelt: 
ty, are glad to pleaſe the Poor, or any 
other from whom they may get a piece 
of Bread. 

And this is- the beſt account that can 
be given of the great downfall of Eſtates 
and Families.- 'Chere was molt proba- 
bly ſome injuſtice which brought a oth 
along with the Eſtate, ana it cannot 
thrive. 1t is therefore of great moment 
for Perſons in ſuch caſes (who them- 
ſelves are honelt and innocent) to en- 
quire whether their Forefathers, or thoſe 
trom whom the Eſtate' deſcended, did 
not do wrong, that Reſtitution may be 
made, and the Bleſſing of God procured; 
for though that which was done may lie 
hid as- Achans accurſed thing did, yet it 
may not impoſſible to be found our. It ir 
were It might be expected that the Curſe 
ſhould ceale. 

This temporal Curſe of God (you will 
ſay) is yery greivous, but it is nothing 
in compariſon of that which followes: 
Nay, whena Man hath done wrong and 
doth not reſtore, he may welcome all 
temporal Curſes to be rid, of the other. 
T herefore. 2. Spit 
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2. Spiritual evils befall Men that have 
done wrong- The former related only 
to the things of this Life, which will 
quickly be at an end, but theſe relate 
to Eternity in the World to come. 

1. A wounded Spirit, and that's intol- 
lerable, Prov. 18. 14. When ſome Men 
have done wrong, they are tormented 
night and day, and can have no-reſt or 
eaſe, till they have made Reſtitution. 
They are like Men that have taken poy- 
fon,, or ſomewhat that is exceedingly 
nautious to the ſtomach, and cannot be 
digeſted, Thus Zophar in the foremen- 
tioned Chapter, Job 20. 15. deſcribes 
the condition of this Man in reference 
to the torment of his mind. He hath 
ſwallowed dowa Riches, and he ſhall vomit 
them up again. God ſhall caſt them out of 
his belly, Obj. At v.18. It is ſaid, be ſhall 
not {wallow them down : Az}. The ſenſe 
of it is eaſily cleared by interpreting, 
that to ſignifie, that he ſhall not digeſt 
them. He ſhall not ſwallow them down 
with any ſuch pleaſure or delight as he 
promiſed to himſelf. He thought he 
could have digeſted them; and grown 
fat with them, but- God will have 1t 0- 
therwiſe. - Gcd ſhall caſt them out of his 

Belly. And to the ſame purpoſe, it 1s ſaid, 
" VP, zO, 
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v.20. He ſball not feel quietneſs in his 
belly, that is, within him. There ſhall} die, 
be a great diſturbance in his Mind and don 
Conſcience. We. may conlider likewiſe} a Cc 
that which is ſaid atv. 23..as a farther exc 
account of the inward torment, and diſ- | tuat 
quietment of this man. When he is about Wer 
ro fill his Belly, God ſhall caſt the fury of 2 
his Wrath upon him, and ſhall raime itt of 
upon him while he 1s eating, It may be WK 
underſtood of Judgments feared as well | {ids 
as felt. When he is about- to eat, his || to 
guilty conſcience tells him that he is eat- | oft 
ing other Mens Bread: that he fits} arc 
down to his abundance, when thoſe whom | of 
he hath defrauded have but little to eat. | T: 
ecauſe of him. His conſcience may be | th 

as 4 dreadful ſound in his ear. He may, Þ W 
before he fits down, think that many. | Þl 
hungry . bellies are .curſing of him and | Of 
his abundance. Theſe terrors of mind | . 
are very grievous to him, and make him | Þ 
apprehenſive, that. God 1s pouring out the Þ 2 
fury of bis Wrath \upon him, But 1 will $ 1 
not enlarge farther upon this, becauſe | 0 
many expoſitors. are enclined to another L 
ſenſe. C 
| 

l 


T his evil of a tormented mind is more © 
frequent in our dayes than all men 
think of, and is very often acknowledged 
upon 
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upon Death-Beds, When Men come to 
die, they confeſs that fraudulent actions 
done by them many years before, were 
a \continued diſquietment to them, far 
exceeding all the profit or advantage 
that they had by them ; however they 
were aihamed to make Reititution-' 
2, Another Spiritual evil is hardneſs 
of heart; an obſtinate perſiſting -in 
wicked courſes without any. ſerious con- 
{ideration what. the end will be. Ir is 
to be feared, that this hardneſs doth 
often come to judicial hardneſs. Men 
are glven up to tt by the juſt Judgment 
of God, 1o that they ſhall never repent. 
They have taken away the Right of o- 
ther Men, and do wickedly perfiit jn it 
without Reſtitution, and God takes away 
his Holy Spirit, that it may ſtrive with 
them no longer. A mortiftied Gangrene 
hath taken their Souls, ſo that they are 
paſt ſence or feeling. All the Arguments 
and Importunities that can be uſed ſhall 
hgmfe nothing to them- The Office 
of their . Conſcience (is ſhut up, and 
there 15no getting 'in. "The Language 
of God concerning them is: They 
have been «njuſt, and. let them be unjuſt 
fiull. Rev, 22.'11. They £0 0n un their 
| Wicked- 
| 
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Wickedneſs; and make no ſtop till they 
come to the place of torments. 
So far as any Man can diſcern, or. may 


ſuſpect any to. be given over to this 


diſmal Judgment, it appears to be the 
condition of unjuſt Men, more than of 
any fort. of Sinners. What an aſtoniſh 
ing thing is. it. to conſider the Caſe of 
Theives'? Who could imagine that e- 
yer thoſe Men had-the common Princi- 
ples of mankind, in whom juſtice and 
uprightneſs 1s ſo abandoned, that you 
may as well ſpeak to Wolves and Ty- 
gars as to them? Confider a Theif out 


of the Priſon, and you ſhall ſeldom or- 
never hear him mention ' the Name. of 


God but in Oaths. It may be. he neyer 
comes to the Houſe of God, bur it is to 
fteal there.Let any one ſpeak to him of the 
Precepts of Religion,. and he ſhall deride 


and ſcoff at him. Take him inthe Pri-: 


ſon, he ſhall ſteal there, from whence 


he expects to come to bis Tryal and Ex- . 


ecution. If we go to him after. he is 
Condemned, it 1s in vain to ſpeak to him 


of another World, if there be any hopes 


of a Reprievez and if there be none, 
but he is put into the dead Warrant, 'tis 
molt likely (for *tis ſeldom otherwiſe) 
that you ſhall, find him a poor dejected 

 ſottiſh 
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ſottiſh Creature, in whom there appears 


nothing of any true Repentance, 

We may obſerve others likewiſe, who 
live by fraud and over-reaching, who 
are ſo hardned in their'- contempt. of 
God and of Religion, that it appears 
more -fecible to convert. an ingenuous 
Tick, to Chriſtianity, than to  perſwade 
ſuch men to live honeſt and upright lives. 
Conſideration 1s. their enemy, and they 
will ſhun and avoid it. That only (they 
think) befriends them, which tends to 
their farther ſecurity and hardneſs, Their 
buſineſs 1s to live by their Wits, and 
not. by their Honeſty ; and therefore they 
will not hear of Religion,bat caſt it behind 
them, and go on with uncontroulable and 
ſhameleſs impudency, turning the deaf 


Ear to all that is good, as the Prophet 


Zephaniah ſaith, chap. 3. v. 5. The Vnjuſt 
knoweth no ſhame; and I am ſure he that 
knoweth no Shame, knoweth no Repen- 
tance, but is a ſinner that geefh on 12 125 
Wickcdneſs. 

This is the moſt dreadful condition 
that a Man can be in, whileſt he 1s in 
this World, viz. To fin againſt God, 
and not be afraid of-him : To do thoſe 
things that are abominable, and yet ta 
be ſo far from repenting, as to go on, 

D and 
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and do as many more as he can: 


To 
pur. no ſtop to his Wickedneſs till he 
comes-to utter darkneſs, where he can-- 
not 'be fo hardned, as not to feel the 
puniſhment; thoagh he was ſo hardned 
as not -to regard the fm- 

3. Eternal puniſhment is the reward 


of him that does wrong, and. does not 
reſtore: - The certainty of this will ap- 
pear under another Head ; Fhat which 
E would ſhew under this, is the greatneſs 


of that Puniſhment, bnt that's as impoſ- 


ſible as to-bear it: However we may 
fay that, which is very terrible concern- 
mg Hn: that which may make a man 
tremble to ſpeak, and therefore one 
would think that guilty men ſhould 
much more tremble to hear or read 1t. 
Great mult the fury of God be againſt 
him whopertiſted in his unrighteouſneſs, 
notwithitanding both the natural and 
reveaied Law, which God gave to him. 


W hat will God do to that Man, who 


was ſo far trom having regard to at. his 
Commanameitts, that ke violated the firſt 


diſcovery of His Will to him ? That 
cvery- Man ought to have his own, is the 


jirit thing that we know when we are 
Ciuldren. 


But. 
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But there 1s-/a- higher aggravation of 
guilt which I would take notice of. 
Men-.do, wrong, and do not; reſtore be- 
cauſe they ;hope that being Chriſtians, 
they. ſhall be ſaved through the merits 
of Chriſt. , What. can' we imagine will 
become of that Man who made his being a 
Chriſtian the' cauſe - of his being a De- 
ceiver? If -he had. been a Turk or a 
Heathen, his. Neighbour might have had 
his Right; ut. becauſe he was a Chri 
ſtian, he thought he might Keep it from 
him-without any: danger. How willthe 
Wrath of him who ſhall come to Juaze 


the World in Righteonſueſs, and. who ſhall 


be revealed from Heaven with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming fire taking Vengeance 


-ſmoak againſt. that man whoſe conſci- 


ence mult give evidence; that he had not 
wronged his Neighbour if it had not 
been for that Judge ? He had not kept 
away his Right from him, iÞ he hed 
not hoped that Chriſt wonld excuſe 
him, or (which was all one to him) 
that he would pardon him. He heard 
ſo much of a great Sayiour, that he was 
thereby encouraged to be his Neighbours 

ceſtroyer. 
We read in the Goſpel, that the great 
tranſaftions at the day of. Judgment, 
= Þ- Bog) will 
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will be about one mans dealings with a- | 
nother : Their Loving or Hating 3 Their 
doing Good or Hurt to each other. would: 


therefore a little argue -from that of St; 
Matthew, chap. 25- If they fhall Go into 
Everlaſting Puniſhment, who did not feed 
the Hungry and cloath the Naked, What 
ſhall become of them who made them 
Hungry ? Where ſhall they appear who 


took away their Meat and their' Cloaths 


from them, and never reſtored them az 
gain? And whereas thy ſhould have 


ſhewed kindneſs to them for Chriſts 


ſake, it was (in a ſenſe) for his ſake that 
they wronged them. I proceed to ſhew, 
3. When men have done wrong, and 
do not reſtore, there 15 nothing they .do 
which will be accepted of God. They 
remain under that - guilt which makes 
all their good Deeds to be an abomina- 
tzon to the Lord, | 
| We read in the Prophecy of 7/azah, 
chap. 1. 16. That Sacrifices, and Oblati- 
ons, and Prayers, and all that was done 
(tho by Gods appointment) ſigmified no- 
thing till men Put. away the evil of their 
G0ings. Haſt thou injur'd thy Brother, 


and not reſtored ? What canſt thou | 


do which thou heſt any hopes God will 
accept of? 


Wilt 
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Wilt thou Pray to God ? Prayer is 


I aid to be the Lifting up of pure Hands 


to him. Wilt thou lift up thoſe Hands 
to God, with which thou haſt taken, and 
doſt ſtill detein the ' Right of thy Bro- 
ther ? Are thoſe Pure Hands? Canſt 
thou defire Pardon of the Righteous 
God, when thou .doſt wilfully . continue 
the Guilt of thy own Unrighteouſneſs ? 
Dolt thou Pray in Thy Cloſet, AS Our Sa: 
viour commanded ? Are not thy Brothers 
Goods lying by thee in the ſame place? 

Or are they not in the next Room ? 
Whether they be or not, I am ſure they 
muſt needs be in thy conſcience, whilſt 
thou art Praying, which might be enough 
to ſtop thy Mouth : And no doubt it will 
ſtop .Gods Ear. Dolt thou ever come 
to Publick Prayers? Methinks thy guil- 
ty Conſcience ſhould Whip thee out of the 
Tempic, and tell thee, thar it 1s a Hove 
of Prayer, and not a Den of 4 hceves, that 


' cheat and defraud their Brother. 


Doſt thou-hear Gods Word Read and 
Preached ? Surely thou canſt not bur ſay 
of eyery Preacher, as Abvay ſaid of /4- 
egiah, He Propheſierh no good concerning 
me, but evil, Gods Word is to be re- 
ceived into an heneſt Heart , But 1 am 
ſure thou art far from it, who haſt de- 

D: 3 frauded 
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ſtore. 


eſt his Ri-br from him. Fhe Sacrament 


to be willing to part with' their own 


or Violence. 


' thine Altar O Lord, Pſal- 26. 6. Moſt 
certainly thon haſt not waſhed thine hands 
in Innocency, who art void of common 
Honeſty, and therefore art very unfit to 
compaſs Gods Altar. It is poſlible-thar 
iuch Perſons may conceal their Crime, 
and come to the Lords Table - very 
cunningly, -Eatins and Drinking their 
own Damnztion;, but I muſt ſay concern- 
ing them; that if they were roaring 
upon their Death Beds for the diſquiet- 
ment of their ſouls, becauſe they had 
injur'd their Neighbour, and ſhould beg 
forgiveneſs of God, with the greateſt 


and 


frauded thy Brother, and doſt inot re- | 


Wouldſt: thou be a Communicant at” 
the Lords' Supper ? Thou art going to! 
the A!tar,and forgetteſt' that Thy Procher 
hath ourht againſt thee; That thou keep-' 


was appointed for the Diſciples of our 
Lord ; ſuch as Loved one another, ſo as; 


Eſtates to relieve their Brothers necefli-' 
ties, and not for them that would take' 
away their Eſtates from them by fraud 
David faid, 1 will waſh 
my Hands in TInncency, ſo will 1 compaſs 


Cries, and Sighs, and Groans imaginable, 


it 
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and ſhould make the molt ſolemn vowes 


never to be guilty of the like again, 


and after all this ſhoald deſire to receive 


the Sacrament ;- we ought not 'to give. 
it to them till they reſtored, or 1n caſe 
of inability, deſired to beg forgiveneſs 
of thoſe whom they have injured. - All 


the noiſe that they can make, doth nor. 


ſhew that they are Penitents, till {hey 
have brought forth the Fruit of Reſti- 
tution, whico 1s meet for Repentance. 
By this, men may Judge how unfit they 
are to come. to the Sacrament, in whom 
there 1s not ſo much as any apprea- 
rance of Repentance, Gzve thy Brother 
his -own, or make ſatisfaction to him or 
the wrong that thon haſt Gone, or elſe | 
Chriſts ſatisfaftion to God for Sinners 
by his Body and Blood availes thee: no- 


thing. 


Wilt thou. give Almes_to the Poor? 
It may be very acceptable to hem, bur 
it 1s not very acceptable to God. GCha- 
rity ſignifies nothing from him who. 
wants common honeſty. It may be when 


| Men have done wrong, they think to 


pacifie their conſciences by giving ſome 
part of what they have taken, to the 
Poor; butI muſt tell them, thar if they 
ſhould giye it all, and what ever elle 
Fn 5 D 4 they 
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they have, yet it could avyail them no- 
thing. The Apoſtle faith, 1 Cor. 13. 3. 
Though 1 gwve all my Goods #0 feed the 
Poor, ana have not Charity, it profiteth me 
70s + Where note, a Man may give All his 


Goods to feed the Poor; and'yet there 


may be no Charity in it. The Apoſtle 
means, that a Man may do it from vain 
oſtentation, or ſome other end, and not 
trom 2 -principle of Chriſtian Love- But 
the Caſe 1 have in hand is farr differing. 


This Man cannot ſay 1 give: my Goods, 


for he gives other Mens : And I am fure 
the Apoſtle might much rather have 
faid, If T-give all my Goods to feed 
the Poor, and have not honeſty, it pro- 
titerh me nothing, 


Ged looks upon what unjuſt Men give 


as ſtolen, and therefore regards 1t - not. 


It was a good ſaying of one of the An-Y 


tients: God will fay to theſe Men in the 


day of Fudgment, you tell me what you bave 
oven, but Tou tell me at what you have 


taken away. Tou recount whom you have 
fed, but you remember not whom you have tn- 
don, They reqwyee whom you have cloathed, 
but they Lament whom you bave ſpoyled, 
They are very Ignorant of the Princt- 
ples of Juſtice, who think that ane may 
be cheated, if another be relieved. It 


would' 
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would be a ſtrange Plea ina Court of 
Judicature, if. a Man ſuing for his Right, 

ſhould be forced to receive this as full 
ſatisfaftion ; that what his Adverſary 
took from him, he gave to the Poor ; and 
therefore it is reaſonable that he ſhould 
be a loſer. It may as well be pleaded 
before Men, as before God, at the great 
Tribynal. Fhis ſort of giving to the Poor, 
is ſo far from being acceptable to God ; 

that 1t is a good reaſon, why the Poor 
ſhould refuſe their acceptance. It was a 
remarkable paſſage, which our Enghſb 
Chronicles tell us of, that when one of 


our Kings would have given a load of 


Freeze to Cloath the Fryars, they re- 
turn'd it back again,becauſe he had been an 
oppreſſor of his Subjects, ſaying, en ought 
mot to give Almes of that which they bave 


"rent from others, No Mancan imagine, 


that to give to one Man ſhould be a rea- 

{on why another ſhould covtinue cheated 

* that which was wrongfully taken from 
IN, 

When Men have done - wrong, there 
is no Act of Religious Worſhip towards 
God ; no Af of Charity or Kindneſs to- 
wards Men, that is accepted. 


But 
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But before paſs this head, I muſt tell 


you, that in ſome caſes an intentional 
Reſtitution js. ſuſhcient. As for inſtance, 
If the offending perſon is unable, and is 
fully refolved that he will reſtore to the 
utmoſt, ſo ſoon as he is able: Or if he 
be ar a diſtance, or be any wayes hindred 
from making attual Reſtitution ar pre- 
ſent, but is fully purpoſed to do it, his 
acceptance. with God bears date from 
that Reſolution, becauſe God accepts of 
a willing mind, Qzod quiſquam were voluit 
etiamſs adimplere, non vaimt. That which 
a Man really tends is accepted. of God, 
as. if it were fulflled. I cannot under- 
ſtand how Zacvexs his Reſtitution could 
be any other than intentional, becauſe 
our Saviour ſaid, This day” is Salvation 
come to hjs Houſe, We Cannot 1magine 
that he reſtored that day, and if he 
had reſtored formerly, Salvation had 
come to his Houſe before, ſince that 
was made the evidence of his being a 


true Penitent. He that being convinced 


of the wrong that he hath done, beggs 


L forgiveneſs of God, and engages to God, - 


that he will reſtore, is from that time 
in a Site of Acceptance: 


4. When 


4 


4. When Men have done. wrong, na 
Repenitance can avail without Reſtituti- 
on. Preſumptuous Sinners are apt to 
think that it 1s but Crying .upon their 
Death-Beds (as I have already mentio- 
ned) to God for mercy, and they ſhall 
ſurely obtain it. If this Repentance would 
ſecure the happineſs of another World, 
I cannot tell how any but ithoſe.that are 
taken with diſtraction or ſuddain Death, 
ſhould miſs of it. Every Man . knows 
that it is a baſe and unworthy thing to 
injure another 3 inſomuch that it. 1s one 
of the hardeſt things in the World tor 
a Man to keep his: mind quiet, that hath 
been guilty of it, when he thinks him- 
ſelf at the fartheſt diſtance from Death 
and Judgment : But when he apprehends 
Dearh approaching very near to him, and 
Judgment behind it, he cannot but be ex- 
ceedingly . tormented to think how far 
he hath been from that Holineſs which 
qualifies Men for happineſs: That he 
hath not had the common Principles of 
Uprightneſs towards Men prevailing 1n 
him- It can hardly be ſuppoſed then, 
but that his Soul muſt- be in bitterneſs, 
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and that: he muſt begg Mercy and Pity - 


from God. But this Repentance, how 
deep, and how afflicting {cever 1t 1s, can- 
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riot entitle a Man to the benefit of Grace 


and Mzrcy ;* And that upon a double ac- 
COUuNt. | 


1. It contradits the deſign of Gods. 


accepting our repentance, and receiving 
us into favour: In the beginning it was 
not ſo. When God made us capable of 
fulfilling his Will, we were obliged to do 


it, and not otherwiſe to continue in his 


favour- There was .no Repentance men- 
tioned; butſince Man is fallen from God, 
and become vtiterly unable to to perform 
the Will of God, as. he might have done 
in- the ſtate of Innccency, God hath been 
pleaſed. (from his infinite pity and good 
will to Man) to enter into a Covenant 
of Grace with him, that Repenting of 
what he hath done amiſs, and uſing his 
ſincere endeavour to do his duty accord- 
ing to his mean Capacity, he ſhould ob- 
tain his favour, and everlaſting happineſs. 
Now in this caſe that I am ſpeaking of, 


there is not the leaſt reaſon or occaſion 


for rhe Benefit of this Covenant, ſo far 
as the offence. relates to Men. ?Tis true 
indeed, that he who hath injured his 
Neighbour muſt ask forgivneſs of God 
for the Violation of his Law, and. mult 
repent and amend, and in ſo doing he 
bach the priviledze of the Covenant; "a 
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for the wrong that he hath done-to his 
Neighbour,' there is -no need of it, be- 
cauſe he may reſtore or ..recompenſe. 
There is no neceſſity of ſupplying a de- 
fe, and therefore the Covenant of Grace 
is unneceſſary. If when Man fell from 
God, he had been able to make a re- 
compence and fatifation;-there had been 
no need of ,our Saviours ſatisfaction for 
us, nor of- his being the 244iator, of this 
Covenant *.. There, is not. therefore the 
leaſt reaſon to think that an unjult A&ti- 


© on in one Man. to another (for, which 


Reſtitution may be made):ſhould. be for- 


given ' upon the account of : that Coye- 


nant which was only made. to ſupply de- 
fects. If Sinners had: any promiſe in 
this caſe, that their Repentance ſhould 
be accepted without reſtoring; the Cove- 
nant of Gods Grace would prove very 
injurious to the moſt upright ſort of Men. 
It might therefore welt be ſaid by St. 
Auguſtin, Non remittitur peccatum niſt 
reſtituatur oblatum: The. Sin 1s not for- 
grven, unleſs that which is taken amay be 
reſtored. TFudas his Repentance was far 
better than ſuch Mens, in that he broxght 
age the thirty pieces of of Silver. 
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-+'2, It is againſt the nathre'of Repen- 
tance, and directly contrary to the Scrip- 
zure-notion/of-'it. There is a Repen- 
tance amongſt Men, which is only Mans 
being troubled for what he hath done, 
and: wiſhing/he had not done it: And in 
this ſenſe-I maybe troubled that I have 
wronged 'my-/Neighbour, though' 1 am 
refolved will not reſtore : but this comes 
fhort of that Repentance which God ac: 
cepts of. ' There are two things required 
in 'true- ReEpentance. | | 

1. A very deep, ingenuous 'and affecti- 
onate grief" of mind for what a Man hath 
done. It /1s a- moſt - afflicting ' ſorrow 
which is aggravated according to the 
Circumſtatices' of - the Caſe. If a Man 
hath'-injur*d- a poor Man'that could not 
help himſelf it is oppreſſion, and muſt 
needs. be the 'occafion- of great grief. If 
he hath injur'd a good Man' his grief is 
the greater, becauſe of his near relation 
ta God, and the. greater obligation he 


therefore had to love him- And, who / 


ever it was, 1t 1s a great aggravation of 
his ſorrow, if he be not able to make 
Reſtitution, becauſe he knows the man 
and his Family are like to be the worſe 
for him, when he is gone out of the 


World, and may have cauſe to wiſh that 


he 
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he had never come into it. The forrow 
and compunQion of mind thar is in a 
rrue penitent, doth moſt certainly: exceed 
all the pleaſure that ever he took in his 
ill-gotten Goods or Eſtate if eyer hehad: 
any Pleaſure. © And yet Repentance doth 
not ſo much conſiſt in the diſquietmentiof 
the mind, as in a Mans looking back up» 
on what he hath done, and his ondoing 
it. again fo far as he is able, and his Reſo- 
Intion to do fo no more. 

Repentance 1s not true and right unleſs 
the mind be renewed, and the Mah 
brought into ſuch a ſtare of nprightneſs 
and integrity, as he is capable of: And 
F am ſure he is far from it, ' who keeps 
the right of his Neighbour from him. 
What ever grief of mind may appear 
to the Eye; Pamitentia non agitur fed fin- 
outur. It tis not real bit feroned Reper:- 
Farce. 

He that is a true Penitent, cries, What 
muſt I do? And I think every one may tel} 
him, Zhat he muft reftore, if be bath wronged 

'That's true Repentance: 
which tends to the wathing and purifying 
of the Soul from fin: But the pollution 
ever remains where no: Reſtitution is 
It was an ancient and a true ſay- 
ng amoneſt the Hebrews, He thats doth 
nor 


AS The Neceſſuy | 
rot reſtore, can no. more be renewed by Re- 


pentarice, than a Man can be purified by 
waſhing, wy keeps the unclean thing in hs 
hand | 


There 1s nothing plainer than what 
the Prophet, Ezekzel ſaith, chap- 33. v. 
14» I5. When 1 ſay unto the Wicked, he 
ſhall ſurely dye: If he turn from his ſin, 


and doth that which is Lawful and Right, 


If the wicked.reſtore the pledge, give again 
that be hath robbed ; © walk 13 the. Statutes 
of - Life, he ſhall ſurely live, he ſhall not 
die, Who could Imagine, that an un- 
juſt and fraudulent perſon had ever read 
this Scripture, and yet could think of Re- 
, pentance without Reſtitution? Repen- 


tance 41s here deſcribed: It is a turning | 


from Sin, It is a doing that which is Right, 
and queſtionleſs there is nothing more 
Right than that every Man ſhould have 
his own, or a recompence for it. It is 
Reſtoriro the Pledge. There were ſome 
ſo wickeu, that when they had received 
that for which a pledg was their ſecurity, 
they would not reſtore it: And we 
have too many ſuch in our dayes. It is 


to give again that waich he hath Robbed, 


All Fraud and Injuſtice 1s called Theft, and 


Robbery : And ir 1s no leſs, although there |}. 


be another fort of it, to which the word 


15- 
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Of Reſtitution. 19 
is vſnally] applied. - Theſe Expreſſions 
relate to what is paſt in a Wicked: Mans 
Life, and then tis added, Walk 57 the Stz- 
tures of : Life, toi let him know what he 
mult: do for the time to' come: © By this 
it plainly appears; that Repentance dotti 
as well reſpe&t an: amends for whart is 


paſt; as care tolive well for the future. 


And he that fails of- reſtoring, muſt ſure- 
ly ie becauſe he hath not done that which 
is abſolutely neceſſary in order' to' his e- 
ſcape.  Repentance: withour Reſtitution, '15 
Repentance without Amendment; and that 
availes nothing.” ! an (5.0 %. 
: -In the New: Teſtament when Zachaus 
ſaid,: If I bave'wronged any, -T reſtore, &C. 


If he had only fald, If I have wronged 


any, though I-;reſtore' riot, ' yer Þ am 
grieved and troubled for it, and wiſh 1 
had never done it: Andour Saviont had 
accepted of that Repentance, it had been 
enough-to hav& made his Religion rejeCt- 
&zd:in the. World: * Though the Phariſees 
Aidunjuſtly of:him, that he was a Friend 
of Publicans: and SE7mers, they might ju {t- 
dy -have ſaid;*that he had been a Friend 
to Thieves.: and Robbers. And as th 

Gadzrens deſired him - to -depart' ont of 
their Coaſts;becauſe they loſt their Hopps; 
ſo all Men.mighchaye deſired tim ro def 
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part out of their Country, that they 
might not loſe their Eſtates by Theives 
and Decievers becoming his Diſciples. I 
have enlarged upon this further than I 
ſhould have done; if the fooliſh and uns 
reaſonable preſumption of Sinners did 
not make it. neceſſary: And the Truth 
15, there is nothing more idle and ridi- 
culous than .a conceit.: that a man is a 
true Penitent, when he: ſtill remains a dex 


ceiver. There, may be, a very ſerious 


uſe made of the blunt ſaying of old Fa- 
ther Latimer 3 ReStore, | or | the Devil will 
laugh at you : the Devil makes them Fools 
indeed, who think that. a\Mat may bea 
true Penitent for what he hath'wrong- 
fully taken away, and | yet keep it. 1 
© proceed to the third enquiry : Namely, 


III. Whoare obliged to-make Reſti- 
tution?- To which 1 may anſwer in ge- 
neral, all that have knowingly done to 
any Man any kind of Prejudice, which 
kath leſſen'd his Eſtate or. Circumſtances 
in the World. We are commanded to 
love all Men, and 4s we bave opportmmity, 
to do good lnito all Men; and if on the con» 
trary we have taken opportunities tb:do 


hurt to any, we ought tomake Reſtituti> 


6n ia the- firſt place; and then to 0 him 


hat 
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what. good we can; for otherwiſe we are 
not returned into a good ſtate and Chriſti- 
an temper of mind. | 
Byrt I donot think it enough to ſpeak 
generally, nor wilt I undertake to bring 
the cafe of all unjuſt men into particu- 
lars. There are innumerable wayes by 
which bad Men may ruine themſelves, 
although but one way for them to pet 
rid of their guilt | and Puniſhment. ' 1 
ſhall only ſpeak of ſome particular caſes 
which are too common in this: age, and 
we, may juſtly fear, that thoſe that are 
- guilty, do not conſider the abſolate neceſ- 
ſity. of Reſtitution. _- 
1. I ſhall conſiderthe caſe of the Thief 
or Robber, thoſe whom We commonly 
call ſo; for, as 1-have already mentiog- 
cd, God calls all unjuſt and fraudulent 
Men by thoſe. names, and will Jadg them 
as ſuch : Hethat either ſecretly takes a- 
way that which is another Mans, or doth 
it by force and violence, is bound ro re- 
ſtore ; And if he doth not, he cannot ex- 
pet Mercy from'/God. For: 


becauſe Fhough many Thieves intend'to 


MA OA A 


it would make them afraid to enter up- 


on. that wicked -:courſe of life, * which 
makes them unfit for; the Society of Men, 
and therefore are condemn to die.  _ 
. . There, are two other reaſons why 1 
inſiſt vpon the neceſſity of Thieyes Re- 
ſtoring. Fo 
1... They make a_ Covenant, and enter 


into: the , ſtrongeſt obligations to conceal 


the Wickednels of one another, by which 
honeſt Men are kept from. thoſe diſcoye- 


.ries of ; their Goods, which might tend to 


their regaining of them. 

.-:lEis-a very ſad thing to conſider how 
.thoſe that forſake God, and abandon both 
-the principles. of .Piety;and common . h6- 
-reſty, do preſently give. theinſelves up to 
: the -power.and' diſpoſal of the Devil, by 


- which their condition becomes unſpeak- 


ably. deſperate. They will adventure the 
toſs of their lives,..and throw away the 
- Eife of their fouls, rather than they will 
not keep the Devils counſel. I have 
' heard; -thart they make a folemn vow to 
be ttue to one another, 1n,concealing what 
they:;have taken from, honeſt Men: as 
'tf:an Oath to God...could, oblige them 
- to-be faithful in the-ſeryice . of the "De- 
* ul - as if in.copſcience, they outht to be 
rrue 
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true to one another in promoting the trade 


of Theiving to the utmoſt of their power,” 
and to do what in them lies to hinder men- 
from having that which is_ their own. 
They do not think that their 'Baptiſmal 
vow,or any other, can oblige them to Keep 
Gods Commandment fo as'this'vow obli- 
ges them to Break tis Commandments, the- 
eighth eſpecially, Thox'ſhalt not feal. And' 
(which is very ſtrange. and” a very goo 
uſe \may be made of*it) I have been very” 
credibly informed, that they engage'to- 
maintain' one another, when any ſhall be” 
committed. to Priſon, and whatſoever is 
Fiven to one Priſoner, his Companion in 
f.cague with bitn. hath part of it- 'Whar 
an aſtoniſhing thing is it, that the Devi? 
can make Wickedneſs to. be the occaſtor 
of ſuch firm and laſtinz friendſhip! [And 
how mightily 'doth it refledt upon the 
want of love.to one another in thoſe tha 


" o 


ſerve a better Maſter ! 


"2+ I mention this caſe, becaufe'T haye 
not obſerved that care taken, which 1 
think is abſolutely neceſſary to bring con? 
denined | Theiyes .. to 'true Repentance. 
They are admoniſht to pray 'to. God t6 
have Mercy upon.'them : 'To diſcover 
their Companions for: the prevention of 
future iſe hie to the World ; But they 
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ntioned ; and to let 


an 


FT ought in the firſt 


gov, © 


that it 1s as; much as their Souls are wotthy, 
to. conceal, the Right of, any Man from: 
him. If they.do, they.are in alt Impenjtent 
ſtate, and: muſt: be for . ever Miſerable. 
3. If all that. they took be imbezzeld 


- 


and. gore, that they ſend to _the Perſons 
whom they have .wrdnged to beep their 
pardon-and to defire them to be ſuch pood 
Chriſtians as topray to. God for «them. 
4:.;That they ſolemnly promiſe, if a par- 
don revents their Execution, that they 
wall [abbr anduſe 'all.diligence to make 
Relſlttutiogto every Man, Tf they com- 
Þly.in theſe things, it is 2 good argument 
of- their true Repenrance, and that God 
will hear their Praycrs, aid regard their 
teares; | ' 'They 
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© They opt underſtand that they muſt 
firſt be reconciled to their Brother, before 
| they can have acceptance from God : 
That they muſt by Reſtitution, ſo far 
as they are able, and penitent acknow- 
ledgments, unburden their Conſciences of 
that heavy load of guilt, which they can 
not expect ſhould. otherwiſe be ever 
removed from them. 

There is another ſort of Theft too 
common in our Age which I am loath to 
paſs by, and yet 1 bluſh to mention that. 
there. ſhould be ſuch 'a fin ſo much as 
named amongſt Chriftians, The ſteal- 
ing of Children ; A fin fo great, that e- 
very man had need to be concerned for 
the diſcovery of thoſe that are guilty, 
leſt the Judgment of God ſhould brake 
ont againſt that City or Country in which 
Tuch a'horrid  Villany is ated. It was 
the Law of Moſes, Deut. 24. 7. If « Man 
'be found-ftealing any of -his Brethren of the 
Children of Iſrael, and maketh Merchan- 
dize of him, or ſelleth bim: then that Thief 
Thall die, and thou ſbalt. put away evil from 
among you. The ſtealing of a Child, is 
more notorious crime than the ſtealing 
or conveying away a an to ſervitude, 
for' many reaſons which I need not men- 
tion. If the Child hath Parents, though 
_ RS ZR. 
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they be never ſo poor, yet their loye- to th 
their Children 1s as, great. as theirs that | 
are rich, and honourable. Nay, in ſome 
reſpect their love is greater, becauſe their 
Children are all that they have in-.the I 
World to delight in.- For .a Thief: to 
ſteal a Child from his Parent, is the great; 
elt theft in the World : Other Thieves 
break into the Houſes of men and Wo- 
jnen, -but-theſe break into their Hearts. 
Other ; Thieves - ſteal ;their goods, bur 
theſe, Thieves ſteal their Lives, whigh are 
commonly. (as. Jacob ſaid) bound #p in the 
welfare of their Children. He that is 
robbed of his Goods, -may be recompen- 
ced by the Charity of others ; but he that 
is. robbed of. his Child, can have. no re- 
compenſe. All the gifts in the World can 
not. pacify, that Parent. It may be the 
loſs of the Child hath diſtrafted the Pa- 
Tent, and .in, that caſe it may _be ſaid, | 
that the Thief in ſtealing the Child hath 
robbed the. Parent of his or her fences, 
If thoſe Parents, the tender Mother ef] 
cially, could haye. foreſcen ſuch a ee 
mity,. they would have bid the Theif 
welcome - that ſhould only ſteal : their 
Goods, and haye left the Child. When a 
Child is ſtolen; the troubled ſoul of the 
Parent is Wandring (as it were) all over 
the 
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Of Reſtitution; fx 
the :World after him, and'cannot be! ar: 
| eaſe concerning him. \ Sometimes { like: 
_ Facob concerning Joſeph ) he' thinks that- 
An evil beaſt hath devoured'/him, he is 
I, without doubt.” rent in Ppces © Or. elſe, 
 *%yhich 1s. worſe, he [thinks his Child is 
pled by hunger into.-his- Grave + Or, 
which 1s worſt of all,., that he lives; in; 
| SlaverÞ,and in cruel Bondage, where nej-, 
ther Solnor Body is, taken care of, - It 


who can. expre£ the diſtraging ſorrow'of 
| the Mother. A oO Teagp 
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and nouriſh him. St. Fames ſaith, -*Ts 


pure Religion to vifet the Fatherleſs ; but 
what dreadful Wickedneſs is it to make 
Merchandiſe of them. Iris very ſtrange, 
thatMencan be guilty of ſuch unatural cruz 
elty ; that neither Chriſtianity,nor Huma- 
nity, nor yet common Symparhizing 4 
(which. wieked men are fe|dom wholly . 
| bereaved of ſhould make men abominate 
this ſort of theft: we may very well con= 
clude; that when they are ſo Wicked, 
they are Atheiſtical, and Say #2 their 
Hearts, there is 'no God for ſurely they 
could not be {5 cruel, if they thoughr 
- muſt give -an account to 'that 
God, Jn whom 'the Fatherleſs 'findeth- 
| - -But-when they have done this 
Wickedneſs, they will find that there is 
a" God; by -the>terrors of him in their 
Conſciences if this World; or by evere 
Jaſtitig puniſlitaent from him in the World 
to'come. | 152" 
1T'was once exceedingly: concerned for 
one who had been guilty of this horrid 
fn, and became (I hope) a very ſincere 
Penitent. There was ſo great diſquietment 
in his mind (as well there might) that 
e could not but diſcloſe - it, although 
fame and danger occaſioned the con- 
cealment of his Name. He wrote to me 


his 
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Of Reſtitution. 59 
his earneſt requeſt, . that in my next. 
Monthly preparatory-Sermon for the:Sa- 
crament, [I ſhould reſolve two Queſtions, 
1, Whether one that hath ſtolen a Child 
and conveyed 'him beyond the Seas, 
could by any means, become a Worthy 
Communicant. 2+: If he might, what 
was neceſſary in order to it. I was 


. very willing to eratifie his deſires. not 


doubting but what 1 ſhould ſay, might 
be uſeful to- others as well as to him. 1 
reſolved the firſt affirmatively, 'and 
ſhewed that what ever ſin any one hath - 
committed, if he hath the grace to Te- 
pent of it, he may be a Worthy Com- 
municant. The ſinners danger 1s not fo 
great, becauſe of the heineuſneſs of his 
{in as becauſe of the malignity of - his 
mind ;' that hardneſs, and-1mpenitency, 


- which 1s the concomitant of it. And 


in anſwer to his ſecond queſtion, ' viz, 
What is neceſſary to be done, '&c. I afler- 
ted the neceſſity of Reſtitution to the ut- 
molt that conld be done by him- That 
He 'ought to ſpare no coſt or pains for 
the regaining. of the Child, and briny- 
ing him back to his Relations: That in 
'the mean while the ' Money received, 
ſhould be ſent to the Parents, if they 
could be found, ard that they ſhould ur. 
FT o derſtand 


a > A 


60 The Neceſſity '\ 
derſtand, that the: Perſon who did theny 
this wrong, did humbly begg forgiveneſs, 


and - would be ready to make what ſa- 
tisfation he could; and ſhould be adviſed 


to,-according to both their circumſtances : 


If neither: Child--nor Parent could: be 
found, | that: then the Mony ſhould be 


given to ſome Pious or: Charitable uſes. 


I was ſoon after informed, that ſome years 
had- paſt fince the faft was done. That 
the Boy who was ſold, came up with ſome 
/Weſt-Country. Carriers, but no account 
could -be-- had concerning him: And 
therefore the offender readily parted 
with #he- Money for the Poor. And 
I hope (though I know him not) he is 
one that lives *as becomes a. true Peni- 
tent. 


- Whileſt 1 was aftording my aſſiſtance 


for the caſing. of this Mans ; Conſcience 
by. making enquiries ; I met,with a very 
remarkable,, and it ſeem'd to me a very 
credible Relation, concerning. one. that 
-had been guilty in this matter : . The pub- 
lication of which I think may. be *very 
uſefull. . 

1:-oþ Younger Brother being Coyetous of 
an Eſtate, Sold- his Eldeſt Brother and 
.conveyed him beyond. the Seas. Afﬀter- 
wards, the remorle of his Conſcience As 
0 
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Of- Reſtitution. 68; 
{> great that. he could not. reſt; till he 
had uſed all poſſible means: for the re; 
gaining of him. Merchants engaged 
their Faftors to: enquire. for him, from 
whom there came an account, that--he 
had run away from his Maſter to whom 
he was fold, and had herded amongſt a 
Wild ſavage ſort of Bruitiſh Men, who. li- 
ved in Woods and Forreſts,by what a Gun 


'or a-Bow could provide for them. . How- 
_ ever, he was taken from amongſt them, 
and ſent back to the poſleſſion of his In- 


heritance, but he never became capable 


of enjoying | it. - He: was,:/for-the moſt 
'part, raging mad, and in-his-intervals, 


nothing could- fatisfie: bim, but to return 


again to that forraging life which he had 


lived before, and: which: had- made ſuch ' 
an alteration as to his: faculties, -that he 


' was almoſt become wholly Bruitiſh- Who 


can imagine the fatal conſequence 0 


ſuch a horrid theft, as the ſtealing of 
"others, and ſending them in to forraign 


parts of the World ? - 
2. Next to the caſe of Thieves and 


- Robbers: I ſhall confider the caiec of 


thoſe that- are unfaithful to- any trult 
committed to them, by whom Reitity- 


- tion muſt be made, or Gods ſevere ]udg- 
 - ment mult be expected, 


1. Un- 
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1/3 Unfaithful Executors, towhom the 
care of the Fatherleſs is committed, and 
they take advantage from It to- enrich 
themſelves and their Families How 
many plauſible tricks and devices, ſuch 
Men may have, I cannot tell; nor how 


many wayes they have to aCt contrary to. 


the Golden rule of our Bleſſed Sayiour, As 


you woxld that Hen ſhould do unto you, &c- 
Which-executors are eſpecially to conG- 


der ; but ſure I am, that their offence 1s 
very.great, and can neyer be forgiven 
Without Reſtitution. For 

. + Their- unfairhfulneſs 1s  inhumane 
and barbarous, that which every conſ+ 
derate 'man doth exceedingly abhor. 
He is the man whom the deceaſed Fa- 
| ther eſteemed above all the men in the 
world, and all the friends he: had in it, 
as -one fir to be entruſted with his choy- 
ceſt- Jewels, his deareſt Children- Nay, 
it may be that he died with great ſatis- 
fation in his mind that he left the care 
of them to. him; And now it 1s his hap- 


pineſs that he carinot be. grieved in his 


grave, and it is the unhappineſs of the 
abuſed Orphans, that they are fallen in- 
fo his hands who cares not for them , 
but only for their Eſtates, and how $0 
deprive them of it. - The baſe injuſtice 
0 
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of ſuch a perſon, is ſo hainpus, that -all 
men would be ready to be [his tormens 
tors, if the Law of the Land did not hin+ 
der: and when he goes 'into another 
World (unleſs he firſt makes Reſt:eutzon) 
he will be- delivered ro the tormentors, 
there. | Ge 29. hy 
- 2. As an unfaithfull execator is ab- 
horr*d of 44en, ſo is he much more of 


_— 


| God, who hath declared his ſpecial re- 


gard to the fatherleſs, infomuch that he 
is pleaſed to be their Father z He bear- 
eth their cry againſt any that ſhall be jn- 
jurious to them; but how. much more, 
when their cry is againſt him who hath' 
undertaken 'to defend them againſt the 
oppreſſion of others, and is himſelf be- 
come their oppreſlor and devourer- It 
may be, that through the: wickedneſs of 
the” executor, the children, who if gheir _ 
father had lived, might have been” - 
brought up in the Nurture and Admonition 
of the Lord, are now cheated of their 
Portions, | and expos'd to great tempta- 
tions for a ſubſiſtance, ſo that the execu- 


tor is become the ruin both of Body and 


$oul. I may add, that though the Caſe 
of the Orphans be exceedingly to be pi- 
tied, yet nothing ſo muck as the Caſe 
of fuck an executor, apd of his _ 

chil- 
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dren, 'how:plentifully foever/ they may | 
be: provided for at preſent. It is to be | 


feared, that thoſe who can be guilty of 


ſuch wickedneſs, are given up to the} 


hardneſs of their hearts, otherwiſe the 


thoughts of: their ſin would make them | 


expect the curſe of God every moment: 


Their guilt would raiſe rhe Gholt- of | 


their dead friend to walk in their con* 
ſciences and. torment them till they ſhould 
make Reſtitution. 

2. Unfaithfal Officers, and other I= 
Habirants of- Pariſhes, who are intruſted 
with :the concerns of the Poor 5; There 
are 'two-caſes to be conſidered. | 
- 1; The: truſt that is committed of the 
common: ſtock of the Poor. Church+ 


"Wardens, and other Overſeers are the | 


Perſons to whom the Poor are to reſort 
for -their common ſupplies. If theſe 
Officers ſhall | in- their Pariſh-Meetings 
ſpend any part of the Poors Money, it 
is [njuſtice and Oppreſſion which requires 
-Reſtitution.  It- is a great unhappineſs 
that ſome-men who haye in all other 
'refpects kepti Conſcience void of offence, 
-have by-ill cuſtoms and examples brought 
themſelves:into a ſnare, which they can 
Aever-get-out of but by Reſtitution- In 
(Pariſhes where there is a:due care taken 
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_ bf the Poor, ſo that every One: that 1 13 
Iv wanthath a competent ſupply ;. If the 


* << t a 


Parfhoners confent to' that which is' ex- 
pended ineating and drinking at. pub; 
Jique or private meetings, I have nothing 
to ſay againſt it: Nor yet where there 


is Money that is particularly appropria” 


red'for the defrzying of ſdchexpences. 
But where there is neither of theſe caſes, 
and 'where the numbers of the. Poor are 
ſo"great, that al that can be; procured 
for-them, is tqo little to ſapport..them., 
If any Officer ſpends any part of that 


, which'is deſig?d for then, or prop: ray 


belongs' to "then, © he is guilty 
juſtice, and oppreffing' the Poor. nd 
can never die in peace unleſs” he. -makes 
Reſtitution- It 'is-a' fearf '* thing for 
the Poor- to: «ry unto” Go that.. they 
might have hall more Bread, if the Of- 
fiters had [not calPd' for fo much Drink - 
[That -they' wee” forced to. be- content 
to 'drink Water, whilſt their Money 
paid for Wine : - That they are ſtarving 
whilſt © othersare” feaſting with. that 
which was appointed to keep them from 
periſhing. - NY 

I know there-is a pretence, that what 
is expended (though placed to the-Poors 
Reine): 18 None of their Money, wy 
con 
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could never be ſatisfied of the Truth of 
it, mach leſs underſtand why it. ſhould . 
be placed to that accompt. I know of 
no Mon oy, that comes into the Hands of 
Officers, buy it is either gathered by 2 
Rate made for the Poor according to 2 
Starnte for that. purpoſe, and which al- 
lows of no ſych Expetices as 1 am now 
condemning : Or by. Gifts for-the Poor : 
Or by the 'Cuſtomary Fees: of the place 
whiers they Jive, which, beſides the con- 
cern "of 'the neceſſitous, may have ſome 
relation to the Church, but. none at, all 
to the Tavern, Whoſoever: is guilty in 
this. matter, whatever advice or example 
he may plead, I am ſure he-is bound 
to make Reſtitution, and he hath cauſe 
to admire the Goodneſs of God -in' ac- 
cepting of his Repentapes, conſidering 
how many. (through his neglect and uns 
faithfulneſs } may_bave died fgr want, to 


whom” n0' recompenſe can be made. Such 
Men have” Robbed the Pogr,, becauſe they 


were Poor, and may expect. that God ſhould 


ſpoil the: lt of thoſe that ſpoiled them, Pro- 
22, 225 23. ks 


2. There is, another ſort of Unfaith- 


fulneſs which ſome have- been guilty'of, 
which 'is of a more hainoys, Nature, and 
that | iS the imbezzling, or any wayes 


miſpending 
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miſpending Tonations which are left by 
worthy: deceaſed; Chriſtians for:the'Re- 
lief of the Poor, to the end -of ithe 
World. The caſe is this: There:afe 


ſeveral ſumms. of Money beſtowed upon 


a Pariſh, either to lay out in 4 Purchaſe, 
or: to be put out to Incereſt; - that 'rhe 
profits arifing may ſupply the Poor year- 
ly with Coals, Cloaths, or other-neceſ- 
faries. The principal-Money coming;in- 
to the hand of.an' Officer, it' is laid out 
either /in the repair of the'Church, ' or 
ſome other neceſlary ' Pariſh- concern 
which then: happens, for - which there 
muſt otherwiſe have been a; rate upon 
the Inhabitants. The Money thus taken 
and expended, 1s allowed in the Officers 
accompts-by the ruling-Men of the Pa- 
riſh ; but with this reſolution, that the 
Gift ſhall alwayes be made; gaod. out of 
the Pariſh- Money ; and if '1r:cannat be 
ſpared out of that, there ſhall-be a rate 


made upon the Inhabitants for the time 


being. 2 

This is-a very fair and ſpecious pre- 
tence, and: may take with thoſe- chat are 
very ignorant or very careleſs concerning 
matters of ſuch [great importance: Bur L 
ſhall eaſily make: it appears That 1t is 
one of the greateſt Cheats thar Men 
F 2 are 
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are! or *can' be guilty of in the World. 
-'As''for-that which is ſaid, that the 
giftiis made good out Of the Pariſh- 
Rents; or mourtuary-Money (z. e. Burial- 
Fees) Llanſwer, that thoſe belonged' to 
the Poor before ever the: gift was given, 


and wete chiefly intended for their main- | 
tenance. . Some have ſaid; that it is chief- . 


ly intended for the Repair of the Church, 
but” T hope "they will grant, "that the 
'over-plus' is for the Poor. If then the 
gifts muft-'be "made good out. of-that 
Money» or -the Rents, -F muſt | in plain 
terms ſay, that the Poor iare cheated. of 
the principal, and then forced to: pay 
themſelves - the Intereſt. ' I muſt likewiſe 
ſay, that” by. this means . the-Poor have 
, no: benefit by. any. ſuch gift, but it is 
Tather a .prejudice: to ..them, for they 
are forced to take Cloathes, for which 
there is: a" full value given out of! their 
Moneyscand'then' to pawn them for lels 
than” half” their: worth to buy Bread. 
Donations are intended for the good-of 
the; Poor,” and that they: may have ſuch 
a' comfortable ''relief. as is'' not: to. be 
expected” from the Pariſhes. in which-they 
live. But af "the Principal-Money be 
{pent-and gone; /and the good-intended 
by itz: 'be *only- ſupplied out of that 

| which 
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which the Poor ſhonld otherwiſe have 
had, I would fain know where'the Be- 
nefir is? 

1f-it be faid that the Donations are 
made: good by a Rate upon the Inha- 
bitants for. the time being ;. this is'a 
' down-right cheat -to them. The Pariſh- 
oners who lived when the gift was gi- 
ven put 'the Money into- their own | 
| Pockets, or, which is all one, it ſpar'd 
them the paying of ſo much as muſt 
have been raiſed upon them, for the 
defraying of that charge which the gift 
ſupplyed: And then the Inhabitants that 
are to come mult make it good to the 
end of the World ; fo that if there ſhould 
be many glfts, the Pariſh would be quite 
undone by the charge which thoſe gifts 
brought npon the Inhabitants, 

z Cannot ſpeak or think of ſuch! ai- 
ons without very great abhorrence, and 
| pray God that thoſe -who have been 
any- wayes guilty concerning them, may 
bethink themſelves of their condition, 
androf the curſe of the Righteous God 
which \hangs over their heads, if it be 
not already fallen npon them. I cannot ' 
think but he that robbs upon the High- 
way. hath leis to anſwer for to Almighty 
7 GoG: He doth not pretend to.:he honeſt, 
© 7-3 but 
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but theſe would take it as an affront to 
be charged with diſhoneſty, and yet are 
onilty of the greateſt: He. only, or 


chiefly, robbs thoſe that are Rich ; theſe | 


rob. the Poor : He forwarns Men that 
they -may ſecure their Money ; theſe do. 
tacitly forwarn all Men of leaving their 
Charity-to the 'World when they go out 
of it: For who is there that would be- 
queath a giit to a proper uſe, it he fore: 
tees. that it will only become a preſent be- 
nefit to Rich Men, by caſing them of their 
' Taxes, and for the time to- come it 
ſhall be either a charge to the Poor, or 
ro the other Inhabitants of the Pa- 
riſh ? 

As theſe, Men are guilty of a molt 
hainous oftence both to God and Men, 
and may well be ſaid to be the greateſt 
hinderers and diſcouragers of the good 
that might be done by others ; ; ſol have 
had occaſion to obſerve. fearful Judg: 
ments purſuing ſome Men and their Fa- 
milies, who have been guilty concerning 
it, and I pray God that others may a- 
void the like. I was, not many years 
lince, a ſorrowful Mourner for an Alder- 
man of this City, who, I believe, gave 
many hundred pounds every Year to the 
F oor 3 : and the great reaſon of his ex- 
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traordinary charity whilſt he lived, was 
from the difſatisfa&tion he had concern- 
ing the diſpoſal of the Charity of thoſe 
that are dead. I am very conhdent that 
what he obſerved of Mens unfaithful- 
neſs in this matter, hindred the Poor 
of many hundreds, if not. thouſands 
of Pounds, that might have been given 
for their ſupport. If Men that embgz- 
Zzle or alienate, or are but careleſs as . 
to an exact fulfilling the will of the 
Dead, did but conſider what a damp 
it gives to the charitable deſigns of 
good Men, they would look upon them- 
{elves as Men come into the World net- 
ther to do good themſelves, nor ſuffer 
good to be done by others- There 
might be many inſtances more of Great 
and good Men, ' being diſcouraged by 
the abuſing of Donations: And I am a- 
ble to give a very ſtrange account of 
the miſerable condition of many, both 
whileſt' they lived, and when they died, 
who wereunfaithful ; Who on a ſuddain, 
from being accounted fit to be entruſted 
with great concerns, could ſcarce be 
truſted for a Penny, but became Priſo- 
ners; and when they died, their collati- 
ons which they. had made and paid for 
out of. the Poors Money might juſtly 
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rove greateſt tormentto their departing 
Jonls, of which 1 knew a dreadful inſtance. 


Let not any be ſo-cenſorigus, as to. 


think that'l make this a general charge. 


I know very well, that in many places 


there is care taken by honeſt and faith- 
- ful Officers, and 1 wiſh it were in their 
power 70 retrieve the injuſtice that have 
been done by others. 


'* IT cannot under this Head, but take 
T0tice of a more. Notonioug Fraud than 1 
have yer. mentioned, and ſuch a one 2s 
T am aſhamed to "ſpeak of : that e- 
ver thoſe who are called Chriſtians ſhould 


be. guilty *of it. I mean the deceit that 


hath been uſed to the French Pyoteſtants, 
who” being perſecuted in their own Coun- 
try, are fied for relief into ours, An In: 
habitant. of a very conſiderable City in 
this Kingdom, hearing me begs relicf 
for them, and repreſenting, them as moſt 
bighly worthy of our Chriſtian Charity ; 
could Tot be ſatished, till he-came ro me, 
and informed me, that in the City where 
he lived, and. the adjacent Country, 
there. were other apprehenſions concern- 
ing..them ;, and the people were fo pre- 
juciced. 'y-- 111 reports;, that the Money 
that: was. gathered for* them, was KEPT 
pg. : ack 
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| back by the Officers, and deſigned :for 
other purpoſes :. Which occaſianed- my 
complaint, and: thereby. one Pariſh, if 
not more, were enforced. to return the 
Money.to the Commiſſioners, - It is tobe 
feared that others have been guilty of 
the like oppreſſion,. and I am {ure they - 
can neyer repent, and be in a happy 
condition, till they have reſtored and 
begged forgiveneſs of God, although they 
have already given the Money to others 
that are the greateſt Objecs of Pity. If 
they ſhall go into everlaſting Punzſhmeut, 
who do not relieve poor Chriſtians, dat. 
' 25. What ſhall become of- thoſe which 
hinder them of that relief, which better 
Chriſtians than they, have given for them? 
I can never hear. or think of thoſe.ca- 
lumnies which are ſpread abroad. againſt 
thoſe Chriſtians, but. my .heart .aketh to 
think what DeſtruTtn from God thoſe 
that are guilty of them, may juſtly expect 
to themſelves, and we may. all fear: leſt 
God ſhould ſend ſome heavy Judgment 
upon the Land, It muſt. needs make a 
loud cry in the ears of God, that. poor 
Chriſtians being perſecuted for Righteouſneſs. 
fake, ſhould not only be forced to flee from, - 
the cruelties of Men of. another Religi- 
on into a Country where they cannot 
ayoid 
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avoid - Scourge of Tongues, and 
their Bread which they dearly earn is 
grudged and repined at, by many of their 
own Religion ; but are likewiſe cheated. 

Since I have made mention of them, 
and have: been greatly concerned for 
them, ever ſince their arrival; I will 
make a little digreſſion on purpoſe to 
vindicate them from thoſe unchriſtian Aſ- 
perſjons, by which they haye been ex- 
treamly prejydiced, 

It was at firſt reported, that there 
was no perſecution in - France, which 
might force them to leave their native 
Country, but that they are a company 


of Idle Vagrants that came to live up- 


on our charity, rather than to ſtay at 
home to live by their own induſtry. And 
the great cauſe of this ObjeCtion is, that 
they are of the poorer ſort who are 
come over 3 whereas if there had been 
a perſecution for Religion , the Rich 
would have been forced to flee as well 
as the Poor. Some that have traded into 
that Country, having heard of the Per- 
ſecution, reſolved to remove their Ef- 
fees ; but an anſwer was returned, that 
thete was no need of it: and from theſe 
things ſome have concluded that we are 
abuſed in our charity given to thoſe 
| people. 
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people. It is likewiſe a great Offence 
to ſome, that they work at under-rates, 
to the diſadvantage of our own Poor, 
whoſe complaints are very great. Theſe 
Objections will be anſwered to all that 
are pleaſed to conſider theſe following 
ey | 

\ 1. If any fay they are Jdle Vagrants, 
I will ask the Accuſers, What Religi- 
on they are of ? If they be Church-of- 
England Men: Methinks they ſhould 
not ſo much forget their Duty and Loy- 
alry, as to accuſe the King and his Pri- 
vy-Councellors, the Biſhops and allemi-- 
nent Miniſters of the Church, of encou- 
raging and countenancing Idle Vagrants, 
and promoting the charity of all good 
SubjeQs for their relief. If they be Dif- 
wy Methinks they thould have 
better thoughts of thoſe Miniſters,. who 
in their private Meetings eathered large 
Summs: And of the Rich Men who 
were their followers, who gave very li- 
berally to them ; than to think that they 
would have incouraged' idle Vagrants, 

Thoſe that have accuſed them, or en- 
tertained ill-thoughts concerning them, 
muſt either be very ignorant of their 
caſe, or ſyppoſe themſejves to be im- 
pos'd 
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-pos'd upon by thoſe for whom they profeſs 
the greateſt eſteem- 


2. Whereas ſome ſay that there are - 


none but the poorer ſort that are come 
over: I anſwer, 1, That it is falſe, as to 
matter of fa&. There are ſome that 
were very Rich, and others who are 
Perſons of. great - quality. But 2. It 
muſt be acknowledged that moſt of them 
are of the poorer ſort: And it could 
not otherwiſe be expected, conſidering 
the nature and method of the perſecuti- 
on. | Men and Women were not ſent to 
priſon, or put to Death for their Reli- 
-gion,” but only "impoveriſhed in their 
Eſtates,- and dealt with according to their 
outward condition in the World. Thoſe 
that were Rich, were: haraced by ſevere 
taxes and quartering of Souldicrs to make 
them turn from their Religion. And we 
know very well, that ſo lang; as any-thy 
remains, Men are not willing to leave 
their Country, but .endeavour---to make” 
Friends, that they may obtain mitigati- 
ons, having continued hopes, that the - 
ſtorm will be at an end, and that they . 
ſhall enjoy that which remains to- they. | 
FThis is a ſufficient, reaſon why; there 
were not ſuch mmbges: of Rich as. of * 
Poor 
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poor that fled away, though now, (as 
we are credibly informed ) the weal- 
thieſt of them wiſh they had made 
their eſcape with the firſt that came over. 
But as-to- the poorer ſort, they - were 
immediately brought to utter ruine, and 
therefore | forced at firſt to - eſcape - 
For 1. Thoſe that were Rich were diſ- 
abled from employing them, or affording 
that relief which they had formerly' gi- 
ven. '2. Many of the Churches were, 
at firſt demoliſhed, where the Congregati- 
ons - contributed - to their - neceſlities- 
3. Where contributions were: made, the 
King commanded that the:'Money ſhould 
be carried to the Hoſpitals z; and if the 
Proteſtants wanted relief, they ſhould go 
'thither, which was a deſign, -as we may 
eaſily imagine, to turn them from their 
Religion. 4. - Tradeſmen -were denied 
the freedom of ſetting-up their Trades. 
Who 1s -it that conſiders: theſe things, 
but muſt acknowledg, that the poor were 
forced at firſt to flee, .when the Rich 
-might. ſtay longer. Beſides this, there 
was cruel uſage, and Bzrbarous affronts 
offer*d to the poorer ſort, which made 
their lives a very grievous burden to 
them ho 


2. The 
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2, The Perſecution at firft was not 
alike ſevere in every Province, but was 
yery much according to the diſpoſition 
.of the Governors. The greateſt ſeve- 
'Tities were in Poicto# and Dauphoin, which 
were remote parts, from whence moſt 
of 'thoſe came, who have been relieved 
by us- At Kochel, and thoſe places that 
'are-nearer to us; there was then more 
mxldneſs, though now, alas, the caſe is 
otherwiſe. Beſides) it was not. to be ima- 
gin'd, that the French King ' would hin- 
der the trade of his own Country, by 
diſcouraging Merchants from trading 
with him: thete was therefore no need 
That any foreign Proteſtant, ſhould re- 
move his goods upon the account of that 
Perſecution, which was only ſevere againft 
X#he natives. 

1.4: It is concluded by many underſtand- 
ing Englifh, men, that they are no dif- 
advantage to 'our trade, but the con- 
trary. However, the objeftion that is 
made againſt them, relating to it, is 
an- argument of a very ill} Spirit reign- 
ing -amongft Vs. Sometimes the Dutch 
are {aid to- ruin us : ſometimes the com- 
\Þlaint is only of French goods coming 
over; and of late, malice and envy 
hath been complaining againlt theſe poor 
perſe- 
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perſecuted Chriſtians. I know it is ve- 
ry hard, if not impoſſible to ſtop cla- 
morous mouths ; but I hope that all who 
have either Religion or Reaſon to guide 
them, will conſider what they themſelves 
would do in the like cafe. Let them 
ſuppoſe, that they are driven into a far 
Country to earn their Bread of Strangers, 
and that they conld not be imployed 
to the ſame Advantages with the Na- 
tives ; would they think it reaſonable that 
they ſhould be forced to ſtarve, rather 
than to Work at an under-rate ? If any 
of our poor ſuffer by this, they are to 
be-pitied, and not the other to be blamed. 
his unhappineſs is what the Providence 
of God hath ordered, and there is no- 
fault to be laid npon thoſe who cannot - 
avoid the unhappy conſequence of their, 
care for a mean ſubſiſtance- | 
. } hope, that what I have faid, will ſa- 
tisfie ſome that have been miſtaken, and 
be the occaſion of their better opinion, 
and kinder reſpects towards thoſe per- 
ſecuted +Chriftians. But if this will not, 
I am ſure '(unlefs. fach Men are ſtrangly 
hardned) thereis another Argument that 
cannot but make their Bowels to yern to- 
wards them: I mean the late extremity 
of their perſecution. 


The 
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- The edit of Nantes which was made 
in favour of them, is now- repealed 3 their 


Churches demoliſhed, and their Miniſters | 


baniſhed”: the People In barbarouſly uſed; 
that fome-who were worth thouſands ey 
Annum, are. become beggars for theit 
bread. Others ſo abuſed, ' that they have 
declared their deſires to ay, and cannot 
obtain it. It is in vain for them in their ex- 


tremities, to cry to their Own Prince, as | 


the woman didn the famine, Zelp'O Ks ime? 


and therefore. there are: many of-them &f: | 


caped. hither, and have made that Cry'to 


Our King,who hath heard thetriy, & hath 


eratiouſly promiſed, not only to prote& 
them, but to relieve and ſucconr 'thent. 
Surely,rhoſe thatwere formerly prejudced)} 
muſt now. be ſatisfied, that their being 
perſecuted was real and not feigned : thoſe 
that refus'd toafford their relief: will now 
exceed others 3/ as a good manifeſtation of 
their ſorrow, for their ancharitable opj- 
nion concerning them';z and beas teady to 
prompt 'others to ſuch a good work, as 
they were before todiſlwadeany'from it : 
which:was a. very great evil in'them. 

- Since 1- have: made this digreſſion - for 
their ſakes, . I' will adventure to add two 
or three things in their gpncral commen- 


dation, 
I, Their 
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.- 73. Their great Piety. I have been ve- 


ry credibly inform'd, that it was uſual 
for many of thetn, When they were in 


. their own Country, and injoyed their li- 


berty, to go fifteen or ſixteen Miles e- 


very week to their Churches, and. carry 


their Infants to publique Baptiſm (which 
was highly commendable in them, and 
deſerves to. be reflected upon us) and 
that the poorer ſort 'were wont to. riſe 
very early onSataraayes, that they might 
diſpatch the buſineſs of their  callings 
time -enough' to be upon' their Journey 
in the afternoon: T hat the Churches were 
full+ of them ſome hours before Divine 
Worſhip began, and that they uſed to car- 
ry with them a peice of Bread, or ſome 


mean fare by which they refreſhed them- 


ſelves, upon the Lords diy; In Woods or 
Fields ne%er to the Churches; Since 
they came into England, we may obſerve 
their exceeding Zeal for Religion by the 
haſt which they make to Worſhip God. 
And, as I know it to be the cuſtome of 
ſome, ſo I ſuppoſe it is of many more, 
they make ready their S7dayes-Proviſion 


. on the Saturday evening, that they may 


ſerve God all H:s day, and then they go. 


” 


home to refreſh themſelves. _ | 
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They are careful likewiſe to ſerye God 


on the Week-days both at home and at 
Church. I have had frequent occaſions 


of giving them unexpected viſits, ang , 
have found a Poor Man, - (in his wooden . 


Shoes) reading the Scriptures, and others 
ſtanding devoutly round about him. They 
are likewiſe very careful to- bring up 
their Children 7 the Nurture aud Admo- 
nition of the Lord. Little Children, of 
their own accord, when they riſe from 
their Beds, go to their private prayers, 
and likewiſe when they go to bed a- 
gain. F 

2. Their Charity is likewiſe highly: to 
be commended. I have known Some that 
have refuſed relief for fear their pogr” 
Brethren, whoſe wants were ſomewhat 


bremer, ſhould not be ſupplied. - I have 


nown others who could not be perſwaded 
to ſtay in England, for fear that the 
great number of them ſhould be too bur- 
denſome to us, and leſt their Brethren 
ſhould want who were not able, or to 
whom it was more inconvenient, to £0 
into Trelana and other places. But, that 
charity which I would have-all Engliſh 
Men to admire, is, the liberality of the 
Churches towards their poor Fellow-mem- 


7, bers. Itis to aſtoniſhment to think the 
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care and Pains, and charge that they are 
at: 'Infonmuch that it may be admired 
that thoſe that are Rich amongſt them 
(whoſe mimber is comparatively ſmall ) 
can ſupport ſo many Families. There is 
nothing more difingenuous than to refuſe 
our help to them, or thatwe ſhould ſay as 
ſome unworthy Men atnongſt us have 
done. Let their own” Charches provide for 
| them, _ LIT 
3. I cannot but recommend their Fru- 
| gality, which I have had great cauſe to 
| take notice of. It is commonly ſaid thar 
our -Enghſh cannot farefſo hardly as they 
do, but I muſt take leave to ſay; that, the 
Engliſh ſpend more and yet do not fare 
ſo well. I have been entruſted with the 
diſpoſal of a conſiderable part of the 
publick charity beſtowed upon them ; 
and have often made a juſt computation . 
that they have not each of. them- ſpent - 
above Sixteen, or at moſt, Eighteen Pence 
in a Week, and yet have had meat thrice 
in the Week, as much as very well ſuf- 
ficed them. Their Broth, with only 
Bread and a few Herbs, and as much 
meat afrer it as we ſometimes eat of 
Cheeſe; is a very great Meal, and a very 
good one. They drink but little, and 
I may ſay that in ww years _—_— 
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I nevet ſaw any one of them m the leaſk 
diſguiſed with ſtrong drink, or that'they 
* did/atall covet Its -;.. 

IF 4 were to write.a Treatiſe on pur- 
poſe -(which I once intended) 1 would 
vindicate them-from the reproach of wil- 


fully offending; their King, or acting cons 
trary to his Laws. _ But I hope 1 have. 


{aid enough to! convince all Men, -that 
thoſe who have hindred them of that 
which' was given for their Relief have 
thereby. greatly. offended God, and can- 
nor. expect forgiveneſs unleſs they make 
Reſtitution to them, although they have 


already given; the Money to thoſe a- 


mongſt us that are the moſt neceſlitous. 


And I do not well underſtand how they 


that have miſrepreſented them to 0- 
thers, and thereby prevented the kind- 
neſs which might have been, ſhewed to 
them,” can have | any peace in: their 
minds till ReF have made a compenta- 
tion: 


Having nNow- 1n ſome meaſure detect- 
ed the-ill dealings of thoſe. who. are en- 
truſted -with the diſpoſal of the charity 


,of ,others, and eſpecially of. that which 


was left to the World by deceaſed Be- 
netactors ; 1: hope I ſhall not be thought 
ro0 
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too preſumptuous in'offering ty adviſe 
to thoſe that are charitably- diſpoſed, for 
\the preventionof ſuch abuſes as P have 
complained of. - © + 

Thar'Chriſtians' Mbula be diſcouraged 
from leaving Legacies to the” Poor, 1 
very fad; and it 1s: very unhappy that 
they ſhould be at a'loſs how to diſpoſe 
of their charity to the' beſt advantage, 
which 1 confeſs is ſomewhat difficult. 
If Money be given to the Poor of the 
Pariſh, it: is by conſequence, given to 
the Rich, .-who are otherwiſe obliged tO 
provide for- then: 'If it be given to 
put out poor Children to be Apprenti- 
ces, *tis the ſame or. very little -differ- 
ing : Tf it be given for a liberal main- 
tenance of the aged, the poorer ſort for 
whom'it was 'ifirended, cannot, it may 
be, make Friends,: and by that means It 
is given to thoſe that are leſs indigent: 
If it be given to bring up Scholars to 
the Univerſity, 1t 15 'become a prejudice 
to the Church, and' a diſcouragement to 
Men of better abilities, to bring up their 
| Children in Learning: . And ?tis' a pre- 
| judice to the Revenewes of the Univer- 
ſities, by filling them with poor Scholars. 
| have often ſeen the inconveniencies 
that have attended the 'diſpofal of Gifts 
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and Legacies, and could therefore wiſh, 
that the charity of good Chriſtians might. 
be . diſpoſed. after {ſuch a manner as this. 
which Flowerh. That it might be put, 
into the hands of Miniſters of ſuch Pa- 
riſhes, for the time being, as the donor 
ſhall make choice of, ,or- to the Lords 
of Mannors: or Magiſtrates . of ſuch 
Cities, to be diſpoſed. by them, bic & 


7anc, as they in their diſcretion ſhall think 
fit; giving an account. of their diſpofals 
to the Biſhop of- the :Dioceſs, or the 
Juſtices of the Peace at the Seſſions, and 
then ſolemnly taking.an Oath, that they 
have not. been guided by favour or af- 
' fection, or preingagement z but have gi- 
ven the- Money to thoſe whom they 
really thought to be the fitteſt objects 
of Charity. Or the Biſhop of the Dioceſs, 


or Juſtices. at the Seſſions may appoint 


Truſtees, adminiſtring ſuch an Oath to 
them, in order to the diſcharge of their 
truſt: and have liberty to make, new 
Truſtees as they ſee occaſion, or ſuſpect 
partiality, If there be ſome ſtrict Limi- 
tation concerning the Pariſhes in which 
the Truſtees inhabit, it may. the better 


rend bo the anſwering the end of the 
BenetaCtor. | 


By 
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- By this means many anhoneſt Trades- \ 
Man, who by great loſſes is ſinking in 


| his eſfate, might be ſapported., Many 


a Laborious Farmer, who is impove- 
riſhed by the loſs of Cattle-. or other- 
wiſe, - might be kept out of a Priſon, 
being enabVYd to weather | the preſent 
ſtorm. Many a Studious Scholar in 
the Univerſity, whoſe Parents are nn- 
expectedly become indigent, or dead, 
may be continued there, and not be 
forced to loſe all his hopes, and, it may 
be,. his wits together. Many a Sick Mans 
life might be ſaved, who .cannot bear 
the charge of Phyſick and Phyſitians: . 
Many a wounded , Perſon, or ſuch as 
have fores, or- Chronical diſtempers 
might be recover'd. Many a ſorrowful 
Widow might have a ſpeedy ſupply» 
which might make her Heart to ſing for 


| Foy, by which ſhe might be ſet-into a 


way of ſubſiſting, or_ her Children diſ- 
poſed" of, who will rather endure any 
hardſhip than become a Pariſh-charge, 
and in a ſhort time ſhee dies, it may 
be, for fear of it. | 7 
The great miſcarriage of Charity hath 
proceeded: from Perſons being entruſt= 
ed with it, that are either ſe high, that 
they will not, or cannot afford their 
| & 4 PeF= 
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perſonall infpeCtion; or ſo mean, as eaſi- 


ly to be byaſſed by obligations and pri- *. 
vate intereſts; but eſpecially from too” 


Pr and narrow confinement.; for 
y this means, though there are great 
ſamms left for the good of the Poor, yet 


none for thoſe that happen. to have moſt |. 


need, and are moſt deſerving of them: 
Ofie' man who is ,a' great Object” of 
Charity, cannot be relieved, becauſe he 
doth not live in the next Town: Ano- 
ther, becauſe he wants'a year of being 
01d, enoigh : a Third, becauſe he was not 
'born 1 know. 70t where's” a Poor Scholar, 
be he 'never ſo deſerving, mult have n6- 


thing» unleſs "be had «come from ſuch a ; 
School : A'poor woman, that is in extre- * 


mity, and hath a great. Family, muſt not 
have ſo much as a'Loaf of Bread, {0 


long. as the drunken'beaſt; het itsband 


hinders her from being called a. Wi- 
dow : Children that aremiſerable through 
he Vice or Misfortunes of their Parents, 

ow apt ſoever they are to, learn, may 

not. have a little coſt beſtowed to teach 
them to Write and Read, by which 
they might become fit for tolerably 
cg00d Employments, becauſe they cannot 
be called Orphans : whereas, it too often 
happens, that There are no ſuch Wi- 
| dows 
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| dows as thoſe. that have husbands. to ru- 


ine them, . and no ſuch fatherleſs chil- 
dren as thoſe that have fathers who de- 
ſtroy both: Souls and Bodies : all which 
might be prevented by unlimited Cha- 
rity | | 
Beſides the giving of money, the lend- 
ing of a ſum our. of. a Stock of Charity, 
might be of good. conſequence, . where 


the borrower is -of known Sobriety and- 
' Honeſty, and is by ſome ſudden acci- 
\. dent come to want. If he be never a- 
- ble to repay, tis great Charity to let. 


it go; If he become able, the ſame! 
Sum may prove the ſupport- of many 
Families. This I have known to be of 
very good conſequence. 

I cannot blame any for having a parti- 
cular regard to the place where they have 
lived, and had good Education; But, if 
whilſt they are alive, . they. would have 
a greater regard to the Perſonal deſert 
of men, than to. thg circymſtance of the 
place, from whence they. came ; why 
ſhould they not order the ſame method; 
to be obſerved when they are dead ? Ir 
may ſhew kindneſs enough to recoms 
mend ſuch places, in caſe there be In- 


| habirants that are equally deſerving ; 'but 
| a ſtrict limitation is exceedingly incon- 
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venient. If Charity be limited to par- 
ticular places and perſons, I' muſt again | 
ſay, that ſuch perſons whom the Teſtator 
would gladly have relieved in his life 
time, rather than others, muft have no 
benefit by it after his death. When a. | 
man hath Mony in his hand that is un- 
limited, it is almoſt unimaginable, the 
account... that he is able to give of 
what good is done by jt, upon emergent. . 
occafions; and *tis pity but a frequent ac+ 
compr ſhould be giyen; not only to prove 
the undoubted faithfulneſs of the Truſtee ; 
but likwiſe to encourage other charita-, 
ble Chriſtians to the like diſpoſal. I. 
am confident,if good men would make try- 
al of it whilſt they live, they would be a- 
bundantly fatisfied in this method at 
their death. And their examples would 
be a happy precedent to Poſterity. 

3- They are bound to make Reſtitu- 
tion, who either by borrowing Money, 
or taking goods into their poſſeſſion, 
do engrolſs ' to themſelyes other Mens 
Eſtates, and then, force them to. a com- 
poſition, with a reſerve of advantage to 
themſelves. 

There are many decents,and oppreſlions 
of that nature, which our Senators in for- 
mer Ages never thonght of; for T am 
a confident 
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confident. if they had, there would have 
been fome ſevere Laws for the preyen- 

_ tion. of | ſuch deſtruftive Wickeditels, 
They would. certainly have made Laws, 
which ſhould have given to ſuch men 

| the Puniſhment of Felons, in regard they 
are. ten times. more 1njurjous. to thoſe 
with whom. they are. concerned, or at 
leaſt have inflicted a ſevere reſtraint up- 
on their Perſons, and made their Heirs 
liable. to ſatisfaction. If a man can_en- 
groſs many. thouſands of pounds to him- 

 {elf, and:then betake himſelf to a Pri- 
ſon, which, excepting the name, becomes 
a place of mirth and jollity and delight, 
and then leave a great : many honeſt 
. Mens Eſtates to his Family: (and it may 
be his Creditors are forced. to lie.on the 
hard boards whilſt they hear him mer- 
rily ſpending; their Eſtates - amongſt the 
Jovial Cheats of the Nation) I am ſure 
the Puniſhment bears no' proportion fo 
the crime. - | et 
A true repreſentation of the caſe - is 
ſufficient to ſhew what a dreadful ſhame 
it is that ſuch ſhould be called Chriſti- 
ans, whoſe ſociety the worlt ſort of 
Heathens, that have but common prin- 
ciples, would abandon. 
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Theſe perſons have no ſooner gotten 


2 c«6derable part of other Mens Eſtates 


ints their hands, but prefently ' their 
abominable pride appears. - They muſt 
have their Coaches, and both their City 


and. Country - Houſes richly. furniſhed, 


that they may delude the World, and 


entice all men to truft them upon the ſup- . 
poſition, that they .are very rich, -and 


make great improvements /of' what they 


borrow. Thus, it may be 'they continue - 


for ſome Years, and then if "their Cre- 


ditors call for their Money, 'they may 


have their choyce, whether. they will 
be content with an inconſiderable part; 
or none at all. . The debtor hath Money 
enough, and can live better in a- Priſon, 
than many of his Creditors can live out 
of it. Theſe Men would ffill be called 
Chriſtians, and what they do is (they ſay) 
according to Gods Word in the New 
Teſtament. Their compoſitions are, that 
they may provide for their Families, and 


if they ſhould not, they ſhould be worſe . 


"than Infiaels* And now that they have 
poſſeſſed other Mens Eſtates, They muſt 
take ſome other care for Their Families 


which they never expected; for their _ 


Money 1s kept to maintain his Family 
to whom it was lent. Good Lord ! That 
Ae: _*evVer 
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| ever the Holy Religion of the Righte- 
ous God and our Bleſled Saviour ſhould be 
thus abuſed, and that ſuch men ſhould pre- 
tend to the Chriſtian-Name. lf the Apoſtle 
faid, He that provideth not for bis Family(viz, 
through ſloth) 75 worſe than an Infidel, What 
would he have ſaid of thoſe that cheat 
other mens Families to provide for their 
own, for that's a far worſe Crime. They 
are ſo far from any thing of Piety, that 
they are bereaved of all Humanity, and 
care not what the poor and the innocent 
ſuffer by them. If they cannot bring all 
their Creditors to a Compoſition, though 
they have thouſands, and ten thouſands 
. of Pounds in their hands, the Poor Wi- 
dow that would willingly comply with 
their Propoſals becauſe of her extremi- 
ty, ſhall not obtain one Farthing from 
them ;_ as if their being in a Priſon diſ- 
charged their Conſciences from what is 
due to the moſt neceſſitous. Theſe Men 
provide for their Families as the moſt 
ſavage Beaſts provide for their Whelps ; 
by the Blood and Spoil of other 
poor harmleſs and innocent Creatures. 
1 am ſure they provide a fearful curſe 
for them. | 
If I could hope that theſe Men have 
any ſenſe of Ged left in their minds, I 
| would 
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would tellthem theſe two things,to which | 

I am well aſlured all caſviſts of all per= | 

Twaſions will ſubſcribe. ob 
1. That man who hath engroſſed the 

. Money or goods of another man, is bound- | 

(as ever he expects mercy from God). 


not only to diſcover his whole: Eſtate, 


but likewiſe readily to part with it, and }- 
heartily to beg forgiveneſs of his Cre-: ] 


ditors, that he hath: not wherewith to 


fatisfie every Man to the full. That, 


Eftate which is called Bis is other Mens; 
and he doth but keep a Title to it to 
cheat them of that which is their due. 
"They Conſult Fleſh and Blood, and the in- 
tereſt of this World, that do it not; 


but they deny the Faith, and are worſe : 
than Infdels; for every Infidel knowes 


that all men muſt have their own, and 
whatſoever any Man ſuffers, he'muſt not 
detein the Right of another. Nay, I may 
ſay, that an underſtanding Heathen would 


never ſerve that God, from whom he that _ 
cheats another ſhould have any hopes to 


be forgiven. It is a very ftrange thing, 


that the Þe2vil ſhould ſo delade any Man; : ; 


as to perſwade him to expeCt any thing 
' from God bunt a curſe and. everlaſting 
deſtruttion. | OY RE 


2. Thoſe 
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 . 2, Thoſe that have thus brought theic 
| Creditors to a compoſition are never the 
| leſs liable to Reſtitution. Any kind of force 
| upon the Creditor, cannot diſcharge the 
. Conſcience of 'the Debtor. If a Man be 


neceſſitated to take part of his debt, that 
he may not loſe it all, the debtor ſtill 


1 remains guilty of the Cheat, and muſt 


' teſtore. 


| And by the loudneſs of 
"'the cry of their Conſciences they have 


n_ WS HYW =. WV 


There - have been Inſtances of Meti 


' Breaking and Compounding, and after- 


wards becoming able to wn Creditors: 
betr cry» and 


reſtored; and it was well for them that 


| they did. ſo, for-they had otherwiſe died 


in an impenitent condition. 

That Man who hath thus compound- 
ed, cannot leaye one Shilling to his Fa- 
mily, but he leaves a curſe with it to 
them ; and he carries a worſe with hin 


" into another World, unleſs he hath 


left enough beſides, to ſatishe his Cre- 
ditors-' | 

Where ſuch Men are fair and inge- 
nuous in their dealings towards their 
Creditors, it may.move them topity, and 
likewiſe a very generous reſpect; but how- 
ever, a Man muſt not be cheated of | his, 


+ We, becauſe be will go conſent to give 


away 
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away part of it. 1 am ' ſorry this Age 1 
hath abounded with ſo many inſtances | 
of ſuch men, tothe great diſparagement | ' 


of Chriſtranty. 


4; Thoſe' debtors are obliged to make | 
Reſtitution, who are diſcharged from | 


zmpriſonment by an AC of grace. There 


was, not many years ſince, -an' Att of - 
Parliament intended, only to diſcharge 


r Priſoners who were worth nothing, 


or ſo little, -that it wasnot likely there | 


' debts could ever be. paid. But'it was 
ſtrangly abus'd, to the great loſs of ma- 
ny an honeſt Creditor, who was made 
pee it may be, than his Debtor, 'by 


When theſe men were diſcharged I 


bs a Law, they took no farther care* to 
pay their debts, as if any human Law 


in the World could diſcharge a mans 


Conſcience from a juſt die. The poor- 


eſt of theſe that have eſcaped from the } 
priſon; ſhall ' not eſcape the place of 


-Torments, if he doth not uſe his utmoſt 
endeavor to fſatisfie every Creaditor'to 
whom he was indebted. 

'T cannot but take notice of this; be- 
cauſe many of thoſe, who had the Benefit 


of that Aft, have ſhewed no care to dif- | 
charge a good Conſcience, but ſpend all 
has they get in fine Appareh and @ } 

ſumptuous | 


- 


oOTcenctng noo 
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4 | goods, or thoſe that Ty convey . them a- 
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| ſumptuous way. of living, as-if they 
4 weredelivered on purpoſe to vatint, and 
{| - to bid defiance to thoſe-to whom they 

were... and ſtill are indebted. I myſt 
| tell; fuch perſons, that it was never in- 
- tended by that At they ſhould. not pay 
| their. debts; but only that they. ſhould 


be. inlarged, and have their Liberty, up- 
on ſuppoſition that they were not able. 
.No-power on earth can diſcharge my 


| conſcience from. paying a juſt due, nor 
mitigate my offence to God, if I do not 
. uſe. my utmoſt endeavour towards eve- 


b 


ry. mans ſatisfaftion- When eyer that 


debtor dies, he will haye- juſt cauſe to 


wiſh. that he had: died in priſon, and ne- 
yer had the bencht of that Law ; for then 
his incapacity. of paying -his debts might 


have excuſed him; whereas his enlarg- 


ment hath cauſed his guilty, Conſcience 
to-fly in his face; and ta, accuſe him, 
that he might have ſhewed himſelf ho- 
neſt, at leaſt in ſome. meaſure, and 
would not : Nay, *tis too probable;that he 


doth not only wrong thoſe that have been 


ieyere tahim; but thoſe likewiſe who have 
myo 


| beenmoſt ingenuobs, intruſting him in his 


; extremity, & patient in forbearing him- 


5- All unjuſt Deteiners of debtors 


Way 
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way» ſo'that the creditors may motive 
them towards their" ſatisfaction, of 3"juſt 
debt;4re bourid'ts reſtore. Perfohs are 
cotmonly Fre, of this, either* pot the 
death'or fa 

His Family : + And/it- thay be they” think 
-they do od ſervice, . in that they 'ſhew 
fo much'care and” pity 'towards''a' - 
Wife ay Children.” But I maft'1 
teave 5 tell fuck® ons, that” 


ah 


charity '(as' they call /it)' is PI > EY | 


with common honeſty,” for whatſbeyer 
goods were the mans, Are his Creditors, 
afid he otght not to bedeprived*bf theth. 
*Tis probable: the goods were bought 
with his money; or that they are'not 
yet. paid «for ; and. what an onreafonable 
thing it*.is; that their being-out of the 

poſſeſſion of him to whom- they belong, 
Font. be the vecafion vf his tofs. -*Or 
though” there be: neithe} of theſe, caſts, 
yet the cre tor muſt" þe paid £6 fat a5 
the Gootls*Wiend:: We Now” tint 4h 
caſe'of7 


wherewith'to* farisfy them" 
highly reaſonable;' chil no Wahz *un- 


at'Pretence foever,” ought to Keep 


back the rights of another. Fhat Wi« 
dow 


re of a tan,” for the fake bf 


? iniftration, = oxy netelſ}- 

rons - Widow, 11s *oblipe pay the 

debts of her Husband,” iy of Ei | 
& Hog 


> rwenes 
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dow' that thinks it'>well for -her, that” 
the' hath taken away Goods/ which other-/ 
wiſe the Creditor/had'Seized; hath wrong- 
eq that ten, and her own Soul moſt of all. 
Gods providence- muſt be truſked;” and. 
not” the Laws of: Juſtice, and Upright- 


. neſs broken, for fear of Poverty. "Thoſe 
 Itkewiſe who have concerned themſelves 


in it; are acceflary*to the Cheatg and 


; bound *to take carer#hat 'Reftsrwtion be 
| made. Rd bo Lid Yikes! d wn 1's ; 


- 6. All deceitfol Tradeſmen are bound 
to make Reftirution according; to their 
ability,” and the neareſt computation that. 
they can make- It'is very- ſad t6thitik 
how ſome men have enſnared their: Souls 
for the ſake of 'gain ; and more ſad to 
think” what hardneſs and inſenfibility 1s 
become the concomirant of 'Frade. 
F ant afraid that there are many, who 
think they are ſo far from being bond 
toreſtore, that they are to be- commen- 


| ded for their Art and Cunning in de= 


ceiving thoſe with whom they have Coms; 
merce-” The World is now coftie to” 
that” paſs, That men plead a neceſlity - 
for it, "and that nten' cannot fubſilt with= 
out it ; and therefore they hope it- will 
be.-allow'd of. Burt'I muſt tell them, 
Thar' this is to Chrge- God fooliſhly, and 
4 H 2 very 
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very, Wickedly 4. and they may well 
expect a fatal. conſequence of its. T his. 
is as. much. as to ſay, That Gods Laws 
have ruin'd the world, by requiring Up: 
rig Sehchs, and itis better to be. rul'd 
by the father of Lies, who. teach, men | .. 
how to deceive. '}. v 
There are a great many. who would 
be glad, if that part of Gods Word | «< 
could be blotted out, which forbids De- f 
frauding, and whic "threatens Liars with 
Fire and Brimſtone, becauſe men are C 
bent upon Deceit and Fraud, . - F 
But how bad ſoever the world is; 1 
muſt ſay that Horeſty.is the beſt Thy | 
and that Upright dealing brings the » 12 
reſt- advant E am ſure I have: had 
accaſion to ee that honelſt-dealing- 
men thrive , wheii thoſe that have tricks 
to deceive, "fill the Jayles, or fly from 
their Habications; T- wonder that men 
ſhould _ not rather . plead a neceſſity. 
of upright-dealing, that they may. have 
Gods Bleſlipg, and Thrive in the world, 
confidering what diſmal complaints have 
been made. of the decay of trade ſince 
cheating hath been ſo accounted - ne- 
celfary. 
There is a common ſaying amongſt 
' Trades-men, that their gains are more 


or 
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or leſs, according as' they' meet with 
Euſtomers, i'am afraid the meaning is, 

_ that they get moſt by them that are moſt 

| ignorant of the value of their goods, or of 

ſuch as are moſt charitable and willing 

to\believe that the Selfer'ſpeaks'' truth, 

|: | when by berhe lajes wait ro decerve, 
'F have heard'that {it is too” Common _ 

' for Trades-men to {&1 one ſort of goods 

for another of greater value. Or'to 

proteſt that their goods coſt fo much when 
their conſciences cannot but accuſe them 

| of the contrary. | * 

There is another trick, which the great 

| deceiver hath of late years tayght his 
children; and-that is' ro Ask an unrear 
ſonable price, in hopes that their Cufto- 
mers will not think them. ſo impudently 

- unconſcionable'as itt truth they are, and 
therefore, in common modeſty (which 
the ſeller hath not) will proffer much 
more than the goods are worth. He 
that by ſuch dealing gets moſt gain, as 
he meets with cuſtomers, may alter the 
Phraſe, and ſay, That he gets the grea- 
ter Curſe, as he meets with cuſtomers. 

_ TI do not think that any thing ever did 
Chriſtianity ſ6 much hurt in the world, 
as the deceit of Chriſtians in the way 
of Trade. I have heard that when 

H 3 Turks 
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Turks 12nd: Heathens trade. one with a- 
nother 3: If the -buyer ſuſpes any deceit 
m the-ſeller, he,will preſently reply ta 
bimy 26, you. think, 1 am a" Chriſtian ? 
which-ſuppeſeth that they account Chriſtiz 
anity ; to;! be':a; Religion,- which allows 
men to befraudulent-and unjuſt, contra: 
ry. to the,.common Principles of. man- 
kind: And what,diſparagment can there 
be like toditr?- ;--- An Aa Og 
-Ih- the; formentioned place, Levit.. 6. 
2. He | that. Lyeth» unto his neighbour in 
fellowſhip,” 5. e. in his dealing with. him,, 
he .foall. reſtore the{ Principal, and a fifth 
part mare, of that. which be bath decertful- 
ly. gotten -- And in P/al..25. 2... the. Pal 
miſt tells us; That. he +ſball .. dwell 377 the, 
Hill of the Lord, who, walketh uprightly, ©. 
worketh righteouſneſs, &r ſpeakerb the eruth 
7x his heart. The. Apoſtle faith, -1 ALbeſ.. - 
4:6... Let no- man ga beyond,, or -defraud. 
his Brother. in. any. matter, for God is the, 
Avenger-of all ſuch, _ How can a deceit-. 
ful Trades-man read, or think of. theſe; 
Scriptures, and be- ſq" deluded, as-ta; 
think;-that he- .can either: obtain ..Hea- 
ven, or. eſcape- Hell, : unleſs. he repents, 
and makes Keſtsrution to the utmoſt of: 
his power ? 47, Jo tents 


7. All 
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3- | 7. Al Treſpaſſers: that | have either 
It | wilfully-' or #arelefly prejudiced their 
Q | Neighbours. *Þ think fit. to'mention/this, 
? becauſe of the great injuries of' Oppreſ- 
[> fion, -that-I have/had occaſion to take » 
$ -notice of, eſpecially i1- the! Countries 


P where I have lived. -Many: Mew are '{6 
- far from loving their  Neightzour. as 
2 themſelves, and from obſerving. the'Gol- 


...den Rule, Of doivg' as" they wou'd be:done 
| unto 41 that they : care riot what:damages 
-others -ſuſtain by' them; /ſo they 'may'i not 
, | - -beiforced by the Law-ro'give fatisfadti- 
on: Jn Exodus; chap: 22:v."15, tis faid; 
; If *a! Man ſhalt canfe>a (Field tor Vineyard 
10: bt. eaten; and>ſball pur in bis Beaſt, and 
- (balls: feed 31 'anorizer Mans Faeld, 'of the 
beſt of bis © own; Field; aud of: the: beft of 
 bii\ own-Vineyard, fhalt he make Reſtitution. 
Some have*been:fo:bad as to pur! their 
! Beaſt»into another Mans ieldyibut many 
more have.cauſed>theix NeighboutsField 
_ "to be eaten- through their great! .negleCt 
; 8nd \carcleſneſsr '-And if they'can: byt 
- eſcape an'Arreſt at Law, or, If they have 
received any ' ſmall. damage © from-- the: 
ſame Neighbour, they think they are not 
--obliged ro tike any": farther care, : or be 
any farther concerned, as to Reſtitufi- 

ONs | 
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* By this means it. happens, that thoſe 


who are the moſt Pious and Peaceable, 


Or thoſe that are the pobreſt: and moſt 


unable to force a ſatisfaCtion, become + 
very great ſufferers, while! he: that com- 
-mits- the. treſpaſs heftors and threatens . 


thoſe whom he hath' injur?d. . But let 


ſuch Perſons know, that God will be-an | 
Avenger, if not in this World, moſt cer- 


tainly in the - World: to come. If- ſuch 
Perſons expect Mercy from God, it con- 
cerns- them, . either - by reference, - or 0- 
therwiſes -to make as juſt! a computation 
as they can, -how much the damage they 
have done : hath -exceeded.- that -. which 
they have received; and: to make Reſti- 
tution 3 that-the+ cry of the poor and of 
the Peaceable may not go up+to Heayen 
againſt them. The Country as-well as 
the. City ; : The Farmer as well as. the 
Tradeſman complains of bad times, and 
E muſt tell them, that ſuch diſhoneſty 
and injuſtice may. bg the cauſe of their 
grievances. Men have little-reaſqn £0 
expect that. God ſhould bleſs their en- 


creaſe, if they can be fo unjuſt and un- 


-conſcionable as to hinder the encreaſe 
of their Neighbour, and to make no ſa- 
tigfactiqn, - . -- ng 180 $7 


8. They 
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| $. They are bourid to make Reſtitati- 
{| on, whoby flanderovs reports, or undugs 
; | repreſentments have+been injurious'to;0- 
thers- A Slanderer is commonly--the 
moſt injurious Man in'the-World; /and 
it can never be known'what miſchiefhe 
does in'the World,-butſo far as it-ap- 
pears, he is bound to: make Reſtitution: 
Fer otherwiſe the leſs offender ſhould 
be puniſhed, and the greater. ſhould beex- 
cus'd. That of Zachenus which I 'menti- 
oned- before, Luke'19: 8. is rendred; -1f 
I bave taken any thing from any Man by 
falſe aceuſation, 1 reſtore- him fourfold. 
"Tis true (as Dr, Hammor obſerves) It 
is a proverbial exprefſion, and the word 
Svxepay]ery. is uſed ina large ſenſe, asf1gn1- 
fying any kind of wrong done to any Man- 
But yet we may conclude from it, that 
Slanderous accuſations do as well requize 
Reſtitution, as any other ſort of Injuries: 
' There is nothing. more expreſl for- 
hiden --in :the Scriptures, Lev. 19.16. 
Thou: fhalt not go up and down as a tale- 
bearer among thy People : And Jam, 4. 11. 
Speak, not evil.one of another, and in many 
other places : And nothing: is more'yn- 
becoming a Chriſtian in whom Love and 
Charity ſhould be the great Ornaments, 
that wake his: Religion ſhine E:, he 
Mts h orld; 
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World! :And yet there'is nothitiz more | 


cominon amongſt; Men, than Reproaches 


» * 


-ot! ers. rms bÞ 


"There are two! ſorts of Slanderers 
eſpecially, thatdo-great wrong, and can- | 


Hot be: forgiven'./\without/ Reſtitution: 


"Thoſe that -invent the Slanders, and | 


'thoſe that ſpread them; -One-worksmt 
"the Devils Forge;::and Frames: the lies; 


-and the Other 1Shis Servant,! whom he | 


"appoints 'to-icarry: 'his'Work ' out; and 


Fpread the Standers abroad inthe World. | 


1} aw ſuretheſe Sinners above others ma 
"be ſaid to be of their! Father the [Dew 
For they are his very Picture; and bear 
- kis' Name.” They are | aug! Calum: 
-Hiators, Make-bates:': T here 'are none 


"more obedient to. him or'more ſervice- | 


-able” to: his-deſigns-in the'World, as 1 
might iſhew, vif: at :were: my , preſent un- 
*dertaking:? Moſt certain 'it is, that the 


Yo great wrong: and: muſt make Reſti- | 


"tytion-» We: would-think' it very- hard 
-if there'were' not ations of «defamation, 
as 'well-as treſpaſs : ' that he who hath 
- taken the value” of one Shilling: ſhonld 
' be compealPd- to make. Satibfattion;: and 
-he-that hath'taken away my-Reputation, 
' Which is dear tome & my life, and cur 
tt Fo | whic 


-and:'Slanders' to the: great prejudice of 


py | 


| 
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_ conſider David ſpeaking the-mind of God 
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which ec my. Lwelyhood depends. upans 
| ſhould be. excus'd. The only-Queſtion 4s, 


Whether Reſtitution, ſo; far.as the-Ra- 
mage appears, -be ſufficient 5. and whether 
a Slanderer becoming 8: true Penitent,; 18 


. | not. oblig'd, to,make;Poblication-of+his 
_ |. offences, that his acknowledgment-:may 


overtake. the. Slanders/ that went. 1be- 
fore ;. and-that;iwhoſoever hath been prec 
judiced-by him, ,may be .no-longer under 
that diſrepute &-.: Aflanderer -is: hated af 
God and Man. David reſolved to take 
away- the: life. of hjm-who took! away the. 
20nd name. of his' Brothers 'P/al: 101::51 
Whoſo provily \ſtandereth* his: Neighbanr, 
him: will I'cut off. In which wer may 


as well as his-own- -- And- it; is notito be 
expected, that.a Slanderer can be recons 
ciled.to-God ori Man without Repen- 
tance to- the. ane, 'and Reſtitution to'the 
other. - There is but one-pretence: that: .Þ 
know of, -why ,a Slanderer: ſhonld*/noe 
reſtore 5 © and that is, his having :-done 


more injury-+0;-himſelf than :to- others: 


This may be true as . to matter of*Fact, 
and it is a good Providence that ſo orders 
it, that a Slanderer ſhovwild- be abhorred 


of him, whom he thinks by his tales to 


pleaſe 3 And this may be given as one 
STE reaſon 
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' reaſon of what Solomon ſaith, Prv. 16. 18 | 
; He that nttereth a Slander 'is a Fool, be- 
cauſe he. ſeeks the prejudice of another, 
and' it 'falls upon himſelf,- : But” this will - 
not 'excuſe 'him;/ ſo far as he hath been''] © 
injurious. Though he be a Fool, all Men' |. © 
will not be ſowiſe as not to regard what 
he ſaith to the' prejudice of his Neigh-' | 
bour ; but in Cities and Towns Tradef- 
 menoften loſe their Cuſtomers, and in the 
 Tountry many honeſt Men are ruin'd by 
Slanderous”Lies' carried to Creditors b 
and Landlords. © But God' will be the a- k 
 venger of all ſuch unleſs they reftore. ** , 
9. Vexatious Proſecutors in- Courts of | l 
c 
{ 
i 
| 
| 
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Judicagure; are bound- to make Reſtitu- 
tion. It is roo common in the World 
for Men to make no - other ' uſe of the 
Law, but to gratifie their Piques,and their 
implacable 'malice' againſt their Neigh- 
bours, either by Arreſts, Indif&tments or 
Libels ;--Or ſome unneceſſary complaints' 
to-Magiſtrates, in which their deſign is 
to force Men to charge, and if it be ſo 
great as to prove deſtrutive to them 
and -their Families, it ſhall the better 
pleaſe them. a Ss 

* - Qur Sayiour hath preſcribed a rule to _ 
be obſerved 'in all caſes of that-natnre, 
Math, 18, 15. If thy Brother ſball treſs. 
Ee - > paſs 


paſs againſt thee, go and tell. him-his fault: 
| bermeen thee, and bim alone.” If be ſhalt 
'] hear thee thou baſt gained thy Brother,” If 
he will not hear thee, then take with. .thee: 
. | ore or two more, &c- But there area great 
- many, who when they -are- offended; 

1 ſcorn to come to their Brother, let our- | 
Saviour ſay. what he will: , Their buſt 
neſs is not to gain their 'Brother, but- 
to ruine him) -or at leaſt to overcome 
him and ſo iuſult over him. - They have: 
_ one or two Witneſſes, but they are not 'to" 
' be brought to him, but are: tobe 
kept for - a -vexatious : tryah, 'and | then 
_ to be carried to. the Court, that they. 
may appear againſt him- -.Fhe deſign of 
our-Saviour is, that there may be a con»" 
tinuance of Love amongſt Chriſtians,not-" 
_ withſtanding ſome offences: amongſt 
them: which . are unayoidable + : Bub: 
the deſign of- theſe men is to make ſuch: 
offences a Plea for their Rage and Malice. 
Qur Saviour would have a ſoft and mild 
way» that offenders thereby may be re- 
claimed: But they are for a-rigorous way, 
that offenders may be tormented and ut- 
terly ruin'd. When' men are guilty of 
theſe vexatious conteſts or complaints, - 
they are ſo fierce and. furious in their. 
proſecutions, that they have no tkme.to: 
ſpeak 
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ſpeak with their conſcience before they. 
proteed ;. muctr leſs-to conſult the Holy: 
Seripturegand thoſe ruleswhich'Chriſtia-" 
nity-hathpreſcribed. Methinks it is fome=' _ 


what-ſtrange;-that wheri a+ man- hath 


aged fo direttly contrary to our: Saviours: 
rule (which withigreat eaſcthe might have - 
obſerved, and the-forſaking! of it proves 
very troubleſome) he ſhould not expect 
any. mercy from» him: *Butv'it! is much! 
more ſtrange, 'that' he ſhould think that: 


our Saviour ſhould not _— ſatisfaCti- 
on; to his-injur?d Brother before his par: 
don: : I may add; that it is very ſtrange 


likewiſe, /;that, - from a -generab notion 


which. men have of Repentance and ob- 
taining Mercy; they. ſhould fippoſe the 


Ghriſtian Religion to diſpenſe with that 
which. is moſt highly reaſonable, and 
moſt agreeable :to': the ' comimon ſenſe 


arid-.ingennity; of mankind ; "That Men 
ſhould think of 'a Repentance to ſerve 
'their tarns which: will give a-difcharge 
to: them, contrary'to all reaſon and con- 
ſcience; And : that there is: Mefcy to be 
had from.God,” which is not only incon- 
ſiſtent. with 'his' Juſtice, but an- Enemy 
to-:commion” Right: ahd- Equity. - That 
Fudge would-be accounted very unjuſt, 
who-fhould: diſmiſs-an offender - without 


»* : a 
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4 reaſonable fatisfation' to":the Injurkd 
Perſon, eſpecially, 'when'it-'is in his 
power to make it- "Aud <hatt:.nor. the 
Fudpe of all'the Earth do tight ? Shall hs 
that knows the malicious Ueſigns of Menz 
in the Proſecution of their:Neighbours, 
forgive that offender without-a- retoms 
penſe? If Malice hath itnpoveriſht "anos 
ther ; Repentance miſt bring Reſtituci- 
on; or it will never entitle him ro Chriſts 
ſatisfation, ' and the” Kingdom of Heas + 
VEN. 0s CLE "0. 
10. Unjuſt deteiners- of 'Mens Goods 

which were ſtolen, and /are! taken inthe 
poſſeſſion of Felons, are: likewiſe bound 
to make Reſtitution. - I-know'very well; 
that the goods of condemned MalefaQors 
are forfeited to the King, but are: often 
given to Sheriffs, or ſome other Officers, 
who ſometimes conceal the ſtolen goods of 
others, of” make ſpeedy fale of them x 
or elſe, if they are not of ſaffcient value, 
to encourage the owner: to contend - at 
Law for thetn, he muſt:loſe them. This 
is ſo commonly pratticed in :ſome pla- 
ces, that the Officers who ſeize the goods, 
have. concliided, that their/being in the 
poſſeſſion of a' Felon, - hath alienated the 
property, and (which were one of the 
hardeſt cafes in the World) - that the 

former 
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former owner: hath -no right 'to.: them. 


Byr I muſt tell; ſach Perſons, that they 
att contrary both to the Law-.of God and 
Man, and that they. are guilty of that 


injuſtice which/tbey can never get off; but 


py Reſtitution.-/- In ſome. caſes it may 
'q 


veſtioned, which is the greater Thief, 


he [that firſt ſtole the Goods, or he that 
detains them ? It may be that the Thief 


ſtole for his neceſlity, - but this- Man, 


whoever he be, keeps them. to ſatisfic his 
Covetouſneſs, and 1s not only unjaſt in 
fo doing, but baſely unworthy and diſs 
ingenuous;: for it is probable, that the 
tnan- who was robbed, loſt many more 
Goods; and this! Man 1s reſolved, that 
-he ſhall loſe all, rather than he will part 
with: any. How far is ſuch a Man from 


; corngnd he would begone unto, Which . 


1d be conſidered in ſuch a caſe? He 
is, in that, 4 good Chriftian, who makes 
Publication, .whereby honeſt men may 
have that, which is their own: But he 
that deteins them! is. no good Chriſtian, 
nor: ever can be till he makes Reſtitu- 
tion. UY 
11. They who are any wayes abetting 
- or aſſiſting to him that does the wrong. 
Is many caſes of injury, ſome contrive 
the miſchief and give directions, and 
0 others 
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others-att in it: Some are Wiſe to:con- 
triveEv4, and others are.bold and hard- 
ned; enough to aCtit,,  Somezfigd heads, 
and others find hands. In this; cafe, the 
man that advis'd and directed.,'-:is;-as 
well-gvilty as he-that acted:-'| Phe Law 
doth moſt juſtly - puniſh acceſlaries 2s 
Well as actors. He that ordereth: and 
directeth the. evil to be done, may: well 
be accounted the principal Perſon in the 
guilt, and therefore the moſt chargeable 
with;'it- David 1s; charged; withi/the 
death of Uriah, 2 Sam. 12, 9. Thou haſt 
killed;Uriah. with che Sword, and) yet: he . 
did-nor do it himſelf, but oxderediit to 
be done. He that- concerns -himfelf. in 
the, wrong, can; never. cleart hunſelf of 
the.guilr, but. by Reſtitution.., heartily 
wiſh: that this, may, ſeriouſly; be conſide- 
red, þy thoſe, that think they are. very 
. wiſe; and. cunning if they can contrive 
YN . the miſchief which others a(t, and remain 
-uhdiſcovered: God and: their-Conſciences 
will find them: out; and make them find 
out: whom they-haye injur?d,; and a Sa- 
.tisfaftion for che;injury, or they will be 
found in. the, place. of torments,; It may 
25. well be. ſaid to; that. - Man,;.;Thow. haſt 
wronged thy. Brother, as it was Had to Da- 
d ch, Thos baſt killed, Uriah. 
I 12. Laſt] y, 
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bb. kaftly,” The Heirs 'of them that | | 


have done- wrong, are- bound to reſtore, 
' - where {it was done” by him, from whom 
the -Eftate deſcended. The Heir' muſt 
not plead that he 'is not bound to 'exa- 
min his Fathers  a@ions, or to: concern 


hinfetf-\any farther than the Law '0-' 


bliges' Him. Jf 'he-lenjoyes that with 
which-his Fathers debts ought ito-have 
been iſarisfied, he ts obliged 'to make 
ſatidfadRtion, Tt 'niay be he died .in a 
Priſon;”on- Purpoſe 'that he might mot, 
pay #is\debrs, but-leaye an eſtate to his 

Son?'! Or he Tefifed 'to\ſel or mortgage 
_ bis/Landwith which the might have-ſa- 
[visfied (his creditors,” that (it might re- 
'main't6't his Children” without *nhy in- 
corttrance- But (als, he'is/gone tohis 
-place;” and if his - ehfHldren be not 'h6- 
Teſter ithan therrifdther was, they avaſt 


follow” hit: 'He hath Tet /an 'Eftate , 


and Odfſe' with (it. The father cheat» 
'ed anther: 'fdn of His 'right; 'and- his 
-Fon Keeps the poſſeflion'of it. - Or 1 ity 
ſay (according'/to 4ll*&f6ſitors pong the 


"eighth 'Commandwient) -+he Buther-lwas | 


the Thief, atrd "the \S0n-15 the 'YecerOth.”! 
This\migtt be fe reaſdn, why Sane! 
Ridto all Yfrach, 1 Sn. 12.2: 1 am old, 
and gray Headed," ad thy Sons re with 
DJ ' 4 x 


you | 
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| 564.ntbgft 2x hadedT ciker;/860fT hat if 
| he! had idone any! wrong: which aniht 


be-iremembered (after his ideath;ohis frions 


might>reſtore. 1nd this! be: might; de- 


_ irez:as well:forchis/ Sdris ſake; *25 00 up- 


rightneſsfake; that Gods curſeniight not 


be-mpon them,-wor lup$qcthe”Inticvitance 


which: ithey'{hadordony him K':Gdods 


-anger '!was\\ ſevere apainſt/ the: whole 


Camp :of 4ſr.aet for lon82dchar this keep- 
ing; an ;accurſedthing} {whichtwas only 
pavt.ibf ithe >{poils' taken in War! which 


"God hatl-forbicieniJa/-ic. ) Kowodnay 


whole Families:expe$dbGods curſe ſhould 
be; uponithem; whalſt they. dive:ponoan 
acturſed Eſtate, which awiseitherbought 


- with; other mens'irhbney.;' or ielfe' they 


were : Cheated , _—_ by "might 'Bob- «be 
ſold? ) ©: v7 

* A:cgpods: ing@ovid nathigh troſt Gads 
/Providefice; though his children:;ſhould 
be! in danger tocbeg;!| chan ſuffer :ithem 


to: eat :yheibreads of» iother » mens For 
Children; to-keep'thaz-which was (wrong- 
| tolly gotten by: their-Father, or» ariy{o- 


ther :ifrom whom: the eſtate came,” 1s: aot 


Heh /contrary /to the' irules | of ' Juſtice; 


'but, s' | the: caſe :may be, very. ſhame- 
i fall,” and i ſuch as common ingenuity ab- 
'horrs. :4t. may: be; -thar! the: heir knows 
| I 2 Very 
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very. well that his father was in indebt- 


- ed:to thoſe thatare Poor, -and\if he had 
-not wfonged them they [might have: been 


In a plentiful: condition. - How:canſuch | 


2'man-cat- his Meat: ian; quiet;: when: it 
' & :1$::bought - with: that - money. . which 


- ſhoold have-ſupplyed the poor man with 


Bread Z The:Hemknows:that his: father 
rain" into; debti:xto buy coſtly meat: for 
himi and:theireſt:iof the children: - How 
can &e-ſatisfie his:mind, ;that the poor 


man ſhould [loſe-:that | which he himſelf 


\ (though in. his \minority. ) had a great 
ſhare of?: 'Fhe creditoyIs become ſo poor 
for »want/ ibf; His fue; that.' he; is glad 
:ctorwbrk! for: his: bread, whilſt-the Heir 
vefhhimichat cheated him fares Sumpruouſly 
- #ndoÞeliciauſly rery:aay., He: rides in his 
Coach, whilſt it may be, the Creditor 
-:woulU'be glad'to diive at;:beiog brought 
to extremity for want : of his);Right. 
';Thiszfometimes happens, -tho?:not: often, 
::fbr God: dothzofor) the-moſt part; ſend 
--atemporal. curſe;upon; the Family and 
 JEftate:--of- hin: that»: hath done-wrong : 

-2And\ when -1t :dbth//happen, it common- 


- ly. laſts but, alittle while,-:and»when-it | 


- does, it would \be:rwell: for: that Heir, 
it he. would :come..to his Fathers Credi- 
ors and ſay to them as Benhadad faid wy 
= 


of 
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the) King-o£ pud.; i 5:Tbgriwbich (my Fa. © 
ther bath” taken from:1thee' T\ mill reſtore, 
1 K;ngs, 20. 34. 'I' proceed to'the laſt 


| enquiry- 


IV. To Whom muſt Reſtitution: be 


| made? I anſwer briefly;z- To the injur?d 


perſon, if he be alive, and can'he- found, 
and to no other. + In caſe he be dead, 
or cannot. be found; it muſt: be made to 
thoſe to. whom his [perſonal Eltate-de- * 
ſcended. It muſt be given toithoſe who in 
probability ſhould have i had 'the ©benefit 
of it, in caſe Keſtstution had beenimade 
before his death-- It: may be given to 
thoſe of neareſt Kin that can be' found. 
Prudence muſt dire in that caſe, and 
many * more, according to yarious' Cir- 
cumſtances and Accidents. If no Relati- 
ons can be. found (which ſometimes hap- 
pens} : and eſpecially when the injury was 
done long before, 'or in a place where the 
injured Perſon did not inhabit, or. conti-: 
nued but, a ſhort time) The Reſtitution 
which he ſhould have had, muſt begiven 
to . fome work of Piety or Charity. 
This was the rule which was preſcribed 
by the law of Advoſes, Num. 5. 6. 4- 
(A-place very fit to be corfidered like- 


, wiſe by thoſe who think that upon their 
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confeſhon and:reptfitance :tq\Gadz: they 
Whet 6 712 or woman, ſhall commit. a ſin, - 


that men conmit, to do treſpas againſ# #he 


Lord, and that perſon. be guilty. Then they 
ſhall confeſs\their {it which thiy have done 


and he; fhall recompance his treſpaſs. with 
the; Princepal thtreef, :arid; add: nito the 
fifth: part thertof,, and give it unto him a- 
enk whom he bath trefpaſſed. By that 
expreſhon-:! [! the fin - that -men -. com- 


mit_þxve may underftand, ' that he ſpeaks 


of:\thofe common - Treſpaſſes which are 
committed amongſt men. Some / under- 
ſtand 1tito be meant -only of a treſpaſs 
done;: By '[doing a treſpaſs againſt the 
Lord ] we: may undetſtand either more 
Seneratly,-that every man 1s to: conſi- 
der, that-when he injures his Neighbour, 
he; offends God 5 or rather he means, that 
- the offender had prevaricated, and told 
thitwhich is falſe concerning it, which 1s 
2.greatifin againſt God. The? they ſhall 
confeſs. the ſin that they have done, ?Tis 
obſervable; that the word ſignifies a more 
{tri&t- and | particular confeſſion, which 
4'man inakes (as we ſay) from the bot- 
tom of. ; his heart; and from a very 
deep, and afflicting ſenſe of the wrong 
which he hath done. But how deep {o- 
willy). TE. | evVcr, 
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ever. It 1s, it ſignifies: nothing without 
| Reſtitution, as. appears by. that which fol- 
loweth : He ſhall recompence the. Treſpaſs, 
mth. the. Principal part, &c. - And it fol- 
lows, verſe 8. But if the man have no 
kinſman to- recompence. the Treſpaſs unto, 
let the Treſpaſs be recompenced unto the 
Ewa, &c. It is concluded by ſome, that 
he doth not ſpeak here of a Treſpaſs 
which was. committed: againſt any. of the 
people of 1/racl, becauſe none of them 

could. be . without kinſmen, - but _ of in- 
> | jury done to a ſtranger: from which we 
may note, that there muſt be no. injury 
; done to: any 'man, but there muſt be 
| Reſtitution, It 

There was great care taken amongit 
the Eebrews, of Reſtitution, when: the in» 
| jur*d perſon was dead- He whohad done 
the wrong,” was not to exped& pardon» 
tilt he came to the grave of him whom 
he had injured, and brought ten 
men of his brethern along with hum ; 
and did in their preſence, ſtanding -0- 
ver the head of the grave, fayz [ have 
ſinued againſt the Lord, aud againſt this | 
man, . and have done this and this to his "0 
hurt, naming the particular Offences; and 
then: to make Reſhiration to the next of 
kin to him: And if he had no kinred, 
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It was: to be recompenced to the Lord, and 
given to the Prieſt for that purpoſe. 


_ Men ſhall not need to be at any great | 
loſs:in; this. matter; for it is not of fo... 


great- concern to. whom the Refticrution 
be made (though there ought to be a 
due care taken concerning it) as that it 
be: made, and that the perſon offended 
hath quitted himſelf of-it- The great 
care of the Ninevites, was, that what 
they : had deceitfully. gotten, ſhould be 
out of their hands. It is ſuch an ac- 
curſed thing to keep that which a man 
hath wrongfully taken, that if it could 
poſſibly be ſuppoſed there were no body 
to give it to, he had better throw it im- 


to the Streets, than to keep it, and the 


Guilt gnawing upon his Conſcience, which 
ts the inſeparable Concomitant of it. 
-- I know' that unjuſt men would ' will- 
ingly. make objections againſt what I 
have ſaid ; but lam nor aware of any 
that. are material. ' | FA 

-+-I., Obje&t. It ts poſſible that ſome may al- 
ledge a place of Scripture to excuſe Reſti- 
tution; which doth mos# firictly and plain- 


ly require it, viz. Ezek. 18.27. When 


the wicked man turneth away from his 


wickedneſs that he hath committed, and 


.doth' that which is Lawfull- and Right, 
& ' ' ' o 
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he ſhall ſave+his Soul alive, Preſumtu- 


ons: ſinners catch at ſo. mich of this, as 


they think, will ſerve their turns, and then 
| run away to their ſms, as if they had a: 


ſecurity of forgivneſs from God; but I 
muſt deſire them to ſtay .a little and con- 
frder theſe two things. 

1. That. Repentance which the Scrip- 


ture doth here, and in other places, 


make mention of ; ſuppoſeth. that there 


| 1s not a delay of it till the ſinner is 


dying, and uncapable of living a better 


. 2, He that: repents, muſt do that 
which is right, (z. ce.) he muſt reſtore: 
as is more plainly expreſt. c. 33. 15. be- 
fore mentioned. . All that the ſinner. 
can conclude from this expreſlion, is, 
that whenſoever he repents and reſtores, 
he may be happy. | ©: 
- 2. ObjeRt. 1c may be Objetted, that the 
Thief upon the Croſs did not Reſtore ; 
mor did our Saviour make any mention of 
it. 
Anſ. The Repentance of the Thief, was 
by an extraordinary Grace upon an extra- 
ordinary occaſion, and therefore nothing 


but adeluſion can incourage the ſinner to 


make that to be his Example. ; 
* Our Saviour upon that extraordinary 
+2 OCCae 
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front” Witiets never. was before, or can. 


be again) did infuſe that''principle of 


Grace and Holineſs into. the - Soul of 

the Thief, by'which his Nature was 
changed, and he would haye made.Refti- _ 

bhi to the utmoſt of his ' power, if. 


he had lived; for otherwiſe, he had” not 
been capable 'of Salvation: -- 

- Some have been ſo vain, as to foy Yo 
that if a Thief" Joſeth his life for his 
Offence, it is ſufficient without Reſti- 
entzon; But I muſt tell fych perfons, that 
he is ſentenc'd to die for the ſatisfaCtti= 
&n- of the Law (that he may: be a pub- 
lique example to others) and not for 
the fatisfation of him whom he hath 
robbed. I proceed tp the laſt Enqui- 


__—_ 


V. What Rules and Direftions, as 
alſo what Advice and Councel is' fit to 
be given concerning Reſtitution 5 ?. : The 
Rules and Dire&tions I would give, are 
_ only in relation to ſomne ſpeciall and 
particular Caſes, in which - thoſe thar 
have done: wrong may be at a loſs. 
1, In caſe of Inability.--The perſon of- 
fending mult refolve,; and 'folemnly en- 

27e to God, that he will reſtore as he 
5 "able, and- that he will-uſe his- ut- 

molt 
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moſt care and diligence, that he. may 
be im a Capacity to do. it.. If he be. a 
true- Penitent, he will take more care 
and pains-to- eaſe his guilty mind, than. 
if it were only for neceffary Food and 

" Rayment for his body. 2 

In the- mean while he ſhall do well 
to acknowledg the Offence to the perſon. 
whom he hath -wronged (when theres 
not a ſpecial canſe to the contrary). 
and make Reſtitution 'by degrees as he 
is. able, . or as the injur*d perſon- ſhall 
be pleas'd ito accept of it. 

2. In caſe of Minority. I have known 
ſome who have been concerned for the 
common injuries, which they have done 
when they were children, by ſtealing 
fruits out of Orchards and Gardens, and 
things of the like nature, otherwiſe Þ 
ſhould have thought it a matter too in- 
conſiderable to have troubVd my Reader 
with it. In this and ſuch like caſes Re- 
ſtitution 1s very commendable, eſpecial- 
ly where the poverty of the injured Per- 
ſon renders him an object of Pity ; But 
it were very much to be wiſhed that 
Parents and Governours would take 
care to make Reſtitution, for their Chit- 
dren as ſoon as they hear complaints 
made. of ſuch wrongs done by _ 

. ut 
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ButT will add as to ſuch wrongs, tho? 


Reſtitution be a great and neceſſary du-' 


ty; yet it muſt not be ſo ſtrain'd to e- 
very Punctillio, as tobe an occaſion of un- 
neceſſary & cauſleſs trouble. In thoſe caſes 
where the common ingenuity of Man- 
kind requires no Reſtitution, there is no 
_ need of making it. If I am ſatisfied, as 
I may in ſuch a caſe, that the man 
whom 1 injur'd when I was a Child, re- 
quires no ſatisfaftion from me' now, I 
am a man, I need not trouble my ſelf abour 
it. If in the like manner, [I take any' 
thing from another, without asking which 
I am well aſſured he would readily have 
given me, there is no Reſt:t#ez0n required. 
| Penitents mult have a care 
De minimis that they do not diſquiet 
wn Curat lex. themſelves about little and 
inconſiderable things ; but 

be ſatisfied that they have forgiveneſs, 
if they are carefull in matters of mq- 
ment and concern. | 
-* 3. Incaſeof Prejudice to the Offender, 
if he confeſſeth the fault, and makes 
Reſtitution, he may do it privately, ſo 
that it need not be known to any but 
God, and his own Conſcience. It ſomtimes 
happens, that the acknowledgment of 
the Offence, may prove the ruine of the 
Offender, 
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Offender; when the. Perſon, to whom 
the Reſtitution is made, is. diſingenuous, 
and unworthy in divulging of it... -But 
-In this caſe; the Offender . muſt confider | 
two things amongſt : others. 1/7. Whes 
ther there have not. been ſome ex- 
traordinary. conſequential. damages. to 
him who. 1s; injured by - hum ? As when 
a man is. Sued at Law for the money 
which ſhould have been paid : Or whe- 
ther it hath'not hindred him of ſome ad- 
vantage. which . he might -have had. A 
man; may be cheated at, ſuch a time, 
when the loſs of his meney amounts to 
more:than. the value of: it 3 and in ſuch 
a caſe, . private Reſt+tutjon 'may ,not be 
ſufficient, becauſe the offender doth” not 
know what he-is to reſtore. 24. It may 
be: that .an- innocent. Perſon is. accuſed 
of . the wrong done, and in that cafe 
there may be a: neceſſity of acknowleg- 
10g the offence, that the blame may no 
- longer, be laid. upon him . that is, not 
_ guilty.;, Bur. in moſt. caſes, private Reſti- 
. T«tion; may be -mades, and it 1s very ad- 
viſcable, .. be en Choy Ak 
The. advice, which I ſhall give, ſhall 
be General .and Particular. In General, 
: I would adyiſe all men. 


1. To 
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1. To take'care that therethe a trne Qu 
Principle of Piety and Holineſs fixed in | ® 
Their Hearts. He that fears God, his 24 
Neighbour ſhall 'not need to' be-afraid of | ** 
him. He cannot willingly do any wrong 3; | © 
and if he be fenſible of any that he hath | # 
done unawares, be will 'make haſt ro | V 
reftore. Heis juft and upright 'toall the ” 
World, and. doth as well exercife him- * 
Telf to have a Conſcience word of - offence C 
Towards Men as God. His preateft care L 
is for his Salyation, and he knows very C 
wall, that if he ſhonld wrong his Neigh- 't 
bour, he ſThontd Wrong his own Soul mach 


taore, A good Man knows that inward c 
"Peace 1s to;be._ preferred before -All 'out- 1 
"ward advantages, and therefore he-will 

iot part with the firſt for the unlawful : 


procuring of, the ſecond. ©. Where there 
15 true Piety there can be -no donbt con- 
_cerning corfitnon honeſty. -- 1, 
* 3. Adhere to the Church 'of Eroland, 
"and endeayour by all 'means to promote 
the Rules and Orders which'it doth pre- 
ſcribe. As I tould-eafily ſhew 'rhere' is 
no Eccleſiaſtical conſfitution, that*tends 
"more to the fixing and encreaſing of 
true Godlineſs, ſo there can” be'tiothing 


ever found out, ' which tends more to 
- Taſtice and Uprightneſs. If Ckildr , be 
SUL aly 
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duly Catechiſed- and; Jtnſtrufted, 'they 
mult know, | that it, is, their. great, dpty 
To hurt, no, bgtly. by word or deed, but to 
be true and juſt in all their aealings, If there 
be. care; taken to- bring them to Cor- 
firmation, - and; they ungderſtand- arighty 
- What-it 4s to.!take-care-of their Baptil- 

mal Vow ; This may haye fa very;great 
awe 4ipon their; minds, -and -make them 
conſider that: -they are vbbliged - to , Ir- 
Take the-Devil and His Warks, . which 
they do not who defraygd:their Neagit- 
hours: 3} 601. PnRy 10. þood asf. 
But that which I would ;chiefly ment» 
on, 1s the:care; which 'the Ghurch hath 
taken-about.-the:!Sabrainent of-the Lords 
Supper. - All. above the: age; of Sixteen 
are »roquired'ito; recetye. //i All -that re- 
ceive-are to give-in their-Natres,. and 
to be examined-by their : Miniſter, Now 
if any Man 'either by fraud or treſpaſs 
:hath wronged this Neighbour, and eom- 
plaint\is made; to the: Miniſter, He hath 
a vaſt. adyantapge”byhis 'Meek:2nd\Godly 
2conncel andiatimonitionss to -bring: him 
tb. a ſenſe! of the cevil -of 'what-he hath 
:dohe, /andi theadeceſlity- of reſtoring. He 
'may treat Avith ithe 'imjutr'd Perſon, and 
 make'a laſbing and amicable: agreement 
amongſt them. If there be any obſtina« 
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cy, he may refuſe to give them the Sa- 
crament, and by: complaint to the Biſhop 
take a ſeverer courſe, 'where mildneſs 
will not- prevatl. RT IGTS 2 

- If the orders' of the Church were du- 


ly obſerved; [there could not. be ſach 


uncharitable- and implacable conteſts in 
Courts of Judicature: as now: there are. 
It concern*s the great Enemy to deſtroy 
the Church of England, that Men might 
become looſe; and commir all manner of 
Villanies in the* World. ' © 
' 3. Take heed of being too ſtrit anl 
Fevere 1n matters of Right. . Some Men, 
'though they will be juſt, : yer: they are 
'very- hard, which doth-nor : become . a 


[Chriſtian Spirit. Thereis a ſaying which 


holds true- in-this as well. as in -other 
:cafes, He that will do as' much as be may, 
"will often times do more than::he: ſhoutd. 


'Religion-tempers'the minds.of Men; ſo 


that they will rather ſuffer wrong, than 
[exact the extreameſt right. : When'7a 
\man ſees thar''his Cuſtomer: hath. made 
'an/ agreement with him, by which: he:3s 
'in danger of being a great-loſer : Ifhe 
'holds him 'to his hard -bargain, he doth 
-not \deal by him as ;his: Brother; and 
:fellow-Member of the Bcdy of Chriſt. 


There 


oe 
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There is a comtnon 'caſe, which I can- + 
not forbear to mention, under this Head, 
and I wiſh I had but expreſſions fit to 
{et forth the diſingenuity and baſeneſs 
of it: I mean the unreaſonable advan- 
tages which Shop-keepers, and others 
make of the neceſſities of Poor Tradeſ- 
men, by not allowing them ſuch a value 
tor their Goods, as 1s neceſlary for their 
ſubſiſtence. Nay, it may be they will 
not, allow them ſo much as they know 
the Goods Coſt them, without any re- 
ſpect to their Labour ; and yer make the 
ſame advantageto themſelves, as if they 
gave a valuable price. If a Poor Man 
or Woman comes with their Goods, the 
buyer perceives by a pale face, or wet 
eyes, or a moſt dejetted and forrowful 
countenance; that they muſt be ſold, or 
the poor Workman muſt go to Jayle, 
or his Children muſt want Bread, and 
therefore he  proffers an inconſiderable 
price, expecting that if they be carried 
away, neceſſity will force the Perſon to 
return and take the Money. There 
is' a ſaying which helps Rich Men to 
devour the poor : Every one will buy as 
cheap as they cans But there is another 
ſaying of our Saviour, which muſt de- 
your that, or it will devour the Man, 
| K (and 
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(ad L cannot mention. it too often) As 
you would that Men ſhould do unto you, ſo 
do ye unto them,, This is: the Law by 

which our Lord | will Judge Men in all 
thoſe caſes, where there is not. a particu- 
lar Rule: In the: mean while Men may 
' expect: temporal: Judgments from God, 
conſidering the grievous and juſt com- 
plaints that are made by Strangers, as 
well as Natives : Theſe unconſcionable 


buyers are, the cauſe of ſo much reproach 


_ and hatred; which:the Poor French Pyo- 
teſtants; labour under. It hath occaſio- 
ned. many of- them. to leave the Nation, 
and, 1-: wiſh, they have. not. left The duſt 
of their. Shoxs behind them ; who, inſtead 
of- being received, as thoſe that are Per- 
ſecuted, for Righteonſntſs Jake, have been 
denied. the moſt reaſonable reward of 
their Labours. And; many thouſands of 
the. moſt induſtrious Poor amongſt our 
ſelves are forced by this means, to make 
their: Tears to. be their Meat and Drink 
for want, of better Proviſions. Many 
pretences are made, but I never yet heard 
any that could excuſe the Conſciences of 
ſuch Hard MaSters, to their induſtrious 
Workmen and Servants. 
4. Take. heed of doubtful cafes. A 
Man may do nothing but that which he 
| =, hopes 
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hopes is Tight, and' yet afterwards he 
finds: that he did/ wrong, and" What a 
great trouble atid) uneafineſs doth 'tHis 
prove! to: his' mind ?'' | He finds thiit''he 
muſt” make Reſtitution, bit he Knows 
not what to make, or to'whom,- or how 
to diſentangle his gvilty: conſcience;+and 
get our of' that- ſnare which he'might 
ealily have kept out of, When- Men 
have more regard to the World than 
they have to. the rules of Juſtice and 
Uprightneſs ; when they. come to ſee that 
the World is; nothing, and- that they 
know not but that they may have done 
wrong for the obtaining'of it; they have 
more torment than ever 'it aftordedplea- 
ſure to them. There are too many! 
caſes of this nature. I will mention' 
this one which may be of good- uſe. 


' One of the moſt Religious Women that 


ever I knew, parted-with her whole Eſtate 
to: her Son for the payment of his debts, 
and/ only took his Bond for an Annuity. 
Her: Son Mortgag'd* the whole Eſtate, 
and- became unable to pay his Mother, 
{0 that the poor Widow had nothing 
to have recourſe to, but ſome Copy-hold 
Lands which ſhe had not ſurrendred. 


But 'the*Purchaſer who lent the Money, 


at' the requeſt of her Son, parted with 
 K 2 a 


 » 1QQ04 


132 The Neceſſity 


a great part of the Free-hold Land, 
and- then forced the Widow to ſurren- 
der.the Copy-hold, - (giving her a ſmall 
Summ of Money) by: which ſhe is forced 
to live upon Charity. If I cannot ſay, 
That he did that which was unjuſt, yet 
x will ſay, that he did that which a good 
Man would not have done for the adyan- 
tage of a great Eſtate. 


My particular Advice ſhall be. 


T1. To Rich Men, There is an infatia- 
ted deſire of Riches, which runs Men 
into the Guilt of Fraud, Violence and 
Oppreſlion. How inexcuſable is ſuch a 
Man, to whom it is not enough, that God 
hath dealt liberally. by h:zz, but he. muſt 
deal deceitfully by his Neighbour ? When 
he ſhould be bleſſing God for what he 
hath, he 1s cheating his Neighbour that 
he might have more. He 1s ſelling his 
Soul for that which belongs to his Body, 
although he hath no need of it; and 
although, it may be, he never intends 
to make: uſe of it. He ſecures eyer- 
laſting Miſery to himſelf by the getting 
of it, and when .he hath done, (as the 
Pſalmiſt ſaith) He is at a loſs, Md cannot 
rc who ſhall enjoy it. And this is not 

all, 
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all, but whereas he: had enough which 
was lawfully gotten, he muſt by his in- 
juſtice, add that which may bring a 
curſe upon the whole Eſtate. Our Sa- 
viour might well ſay, How hard #s it 
for a Rich Man to enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven and (according to the 
manner of the Fewes, -who were wont: 
to expreſs things that - were. very. diffi- 
cult, by things that were impoſlible ) ſay, 
It is caſter for a Camel. to enter. through 
the eye of a Needle, &c, When amongſt 
other things they are guilty of ſuch an 
unquenchable love-of riches, : that-they 
care not how unjuſtly they come by 
them; - And pride is. the concomitant of 
wealth which makes them ſcorn'to make 
Reſtitution, and ſo they become 1irrecove- 
rably miſerable. 

2. To Poor Men, Take heed of a 
temptation to Fraud or Theft, - Agur 
was afraid Leſt he ſhould be Poor and 
ſteal, Prov. 30. 8. "Tis a hard caſe to 
} be Poor, but it is worſe to have a guilty 
Conſcience ; His .caſe, is very ſad, who 
hath both of them. You are apt to en= 
vy him that is Rich; but if you be 
| YEP and he 1s not, he may envy 

you. Better 3s a litle with Righteonſneſs, 
than great Revermes- without Right, Prov. 
BE 16, 
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16,8, A little' that a Righteous Man 
hath: is better tha the Riches : of mgny 


ſelves miſerable in-''this World, :you 
have 'the more realon to take heed of 
' doing wrong, leſt:you be forever miſe- 
rable: The pogreſt man, if he be up- 
right,” may have the feaſt of a good Con- 
ſcience; which '1s ibetter than the Rich 
Mans. dainty Meat.: If Poor Men are 
diſhoneſt, they are commonly ruin'd both 
Soul 'and Body, every: one is afraid of 
them,and that makes them run on in wick- 
ed courſes till the Gallowes happily rids 
the World of them. 
'33 "To Aged Perſons. You are going 
out. of the” World : You are Old and 
Gray- Headed, as Samuel was in the fore- 


your ſelves, whither you be as upright 
as he'was. What a diimal condition 
are {ome Aged Men in, Who looking 
back''upon their Lives, can remember 
much hurt, but no good that they have 
done: in. the World ?: That they have 
been'.cpncerned' in: doing many injuries 
weues car'd not. for: doing ay: kgndnef- 

$ 

Pit onker this Head, "wy def Ien is to 


ipeak 


#/icked,' Pfal.: 37. 16,7 If you think - your - 


| 


mentioned place, 1 54m. 12. It is of 
great concern, that you ſhould examine * 


[ 
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ſpeak to Aged Men with reſpect-to their | 
Relations : Parents and Maſters. 
There are ſome Parents, who inſtead 
of bringing up their Children 2 7zhe 
murture and Admonition of the Lord, 
bring them up in inſtruting them how 
to cheat and defraud. They teach them 
that art which will tend <o their ever- 
laſting ruine. It 1s not likely, that they 
ſhould ever make Reſtitution, for that 
were to queſtion their Fathers honeſty, 
as well as their. own. It is a dreadful 
thing that Parents ſhould make it their 
chiefeſt care, that God may curſe their 
Children. I have already ſhewed, that 
the Child fares the worſe for the fraud 
which his Father hath been guilty of, in 
that he doth thereby leave a Curſe to the 
'Child, but in this caſe the Child knows 
how to bring a curſe upon himſelf, and 
he learnt it of his own Father, It was Sam: * 
cls happineſs, that he could appeal to all 
| AJſratl concerning his uprightneſs from his 
] very Chil:hood to his [ere Gray-headea, 
8 1 Sam. 12- 2, And it might be owing to 
the care of his Parents, inthat they offer'd 
| him to God when he was a Child, and that 
© he then 4:niſtred to the Lord, If Parents 
will take care of their Children betimes 
tofix the fear of God in their minds,it will 
En K 4 pre” 
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preſerve them from Fraud and Injuſtice 
all their dayes. 

I would ſpeak to Maſters likewiſe. You 
complain of your Servants being unfaith- 
ful, and it may be there was neyer more 
cauſe for ſuch a complaint, but the great 
queſtion is, Whether you are not the chief 


cauſe of it? I have great reaſon to ſay from - 


what I have heard from Servants, whoſe 
guilty Conſciences have brought them to 
me; That it 1s becauſe their Maſters are 
deſtitute of true Piety, that the Servants 
are deſtitute of common Honeſty. Maſters 
regard not God in their Families, & that's 
the reaſon that Servants regard not their 
duties totheir Maſters. And that's not all, 
but .the great reaſon of cheating their 
Maſters, 1s that their Maſters cheat their 
Cuſtomers. The Servant thinks he needs 
not regard what wrong he does his Maſter, 
ſince his Maſter regards not what wrong 
he do to others. Or, it may be the Maſter 
hath learnt the Servant to defraud others, 
and he thinks that he may with as good a 
Conſcience cheat his Maſter himſelf 
4. To Young Perſons. Take heed of 
doing wrong ; or if you have done it,make 
haſte to reſtore, that you may be at Peace, 
and get into the way of happineſs. Tis 
pity | that thoſe that are young ſhould ſo 
early 


LMI - 


Of Refſtitutron. 137 
. early beſpeak the Curſe of God. Iam con- 
1 fident; that there is nothing the Devil de- 
| fires more, than that young Perſons ſhould 
ſteal, or do wrong to others ; becauſe by 
that he keeps them from entring intoa Re- 
ligious courſe, and hurries them into all 
excelles of Wickedneſs. It may be that the 
young Man hears ſo much of the danger of 
a ſinful Life, and the happineſs of being 
Religious, that he 1s almoſt perſwaded 
to Flee from his youthful Luſts, and to take 
care to keep the Fear of God in his mind ; 
but he remembers that he hath done wrong, 
and is aſham'd to confeſs it ; and it may be 
- heis at aloſs about his making Reſtituti- 
on, and this breaks off thoſe reſolutions, 
which otherwiſe might have been of very 
happy conſequence to him. He had gotten 
loole from the Power of the Devil, if he 
had not been catcht in that ſnare of doing 
wrong, which requires Reſtitution. Aad 
when he breaks oft from the reſolution of 
Reſtoring that he may be a true Penitenr, 
he then reſolves to drown the voice of his 
Conſcience, by ſinning, more,and becoming 
more deſperate. This is oftentimes the 
fatal conſequence of young Mens being 
diſhoneſt; and unjuſt. 
I would apply my ſelf chiefly to Ser- 
yants, and deſire them to take care of un- 
| fairhful- 
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a rare Jewel ; and I am ſure, he that is un- 
faithful, is commonly ſo great a plague 
that it had been well for him, and for ma- 
ny others, that he had never been born. 
\ _  SometimesServants (like Gehazi 2 King, 
5.20.) g0intheir Maſters Name to deceive 
thoſe that they are concern'd with, and 
then they lie as Gehaz;did, and have a 
worſe leproſie than he had. 1 have often 
obſerved, that there are none who live 
more comfortably in theWorld than thoſe 
who have been faithful and diligent Ser- 
vants. Many of them come to enjoy great 
Eſtates ; but if they do not; yet they live 
as contentedly in a meaner condition. 
Thoſe who were faithful as Joſeph was, 
to a Maſter that knew not what he had in 
his Houſe, (but only knew that he had a 
faithful Servant in it) do find that the 
L5rd 15 with them, as he was. with Joſeph, 
and that they are Proſperous, Gen. 39. 2, 
Some Servants are {o Conſcientious and 
Faithful, that they are one of the greateſt 
oftall temporal bleſſings to thoſe whom 


they ſerve. They are like Jacob who are 


ready to make good any damage which is 
ſaſtained by them, If their Maſters be of- 
fended, yet they can triumph in their in- 
nocency as He did, Gen. 31.36, What is 

. my 


faithfulneſs. A faithful Servant is become | 
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(} my treſpaſs, &c. and verſes 38, 39. This 
 T Tiwemy Tears baveT been' with Thee : Thy 
| Emes and thy Shee-Goats have not caft their 
Young, andthe Rams of thy Flock have T not 
eaten, That mhich was torn of Beaſts, I 
bronght not unto thee + Thare the loſs of it - 
Of my hand didſt thou require it, whither 
S#folen by day, or Stolen by night. This was a 
Servant whom- God bleſſed, and likewiſe 
his Maſter for his ſake, Ger. 30.27, 

But on the other ſide;an unfaithful Ser- 
vant is one who makes himſelf miſerable 
in this World, It is to be feared); ' that 
moſt of thoſe who come to intolerable 
begeary were unfaithful Servants, and 
there is nothing come to them but what 
their guilty Conſciences might long fince 
threaten to them. 1 would expoſtulate 
the caſe with ſuch ſervants, and Ask them 
what account they can give of themſelves? 
© How can you do that which 1s ſo baſe ? 
© 1. Yoware ſo far from being in the mean- 
eſt rank of thoſe that are honeſt, that you 
$ © arethe worlt of Thieves ; other Thieves 
© when they have robbed, run away, bur 
| *© yon ſtay to be maintain'd by him whom 
© you robb. I would ask, 2. What you do 
| * with that which you ſteal from your 
© Maſters? I dare ſay, you do not. expect it 
«ſhould enrich you ; You lay vp — 

| "- This 
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© byt the guilt and torment of it in your 
© Conſciences. You have caſt off the Fear 
©of God, and are become Servants of the 
* Devil, and you robb your Maſters to bear 
©the charge of it. I would ask, 3. How 
*.you think to get rid of that guilt and ter: 
* rour which is in your Conſciences ;. You 
* may live fifty or threeſcore years, and 
< ppon all occaſions of evil that you either 
©feel or fear, your robbing your Maſter 
© wil come into your mind, and moſt of all 


* when you are going out of the World; 
* what death ſocver you dye. 


L will. conclude my diſcourſe with 


two or three Mottves or Encouragements 
to. Reſtitution, that thoſe who”have done 
wrong» may not continue in an Impe- 
nitent ſtate. 

1. Conſider that Reſtitution is not 
unfecible, but may be made. There is 
no ſinner, but may obtain Mercy from 
God upon his Repentance and Amend- 
ment- Nor 1s there any fin which 2 
man hath committed ; but if he have 
the Grace to Repent, he may pet rid of 
the Guilt, and puniſhment of it. I 
know that in ſome caſes Reſtiturion is 
much more difficult than in others : but 
yet there is no cale which renders it im- 
poſſible, but that it may be ſo, ne 2s 
] ; | that. 
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Of Reſtitution. 
that the offender may be fatisfied. 
"Tis poſlible, that a man hath ſpent his 
life in Cheating and Defxauding, and 
doth not know one of a hundred whom 
he hath injured. It 1s poſſible likewiſe, 
that he is worth bur little, in compari- 
ſon of the wrong that he hath done : 
(moſt deceivers becoming very poor) yet, 
tor all this, he may be happy. He may Re- 
ſtore to as many as he knows, if he be a- 
ble 3 and according as-his Miniſter ſhall 
adviſe, give to Pious and Charitable uſes 
in lieu of the wrong done to thoſe whom 
he knows not. And if he be poor, he may 
proffer to give what he hath,to them whom 
he hath injured, and tt 1s ſufficient. Ac- 
cording to the ſubſtance mu$t the Reſtitu- 
tion be, Fob 20. 18. The difficulty of 
their Salvation who have done wrong, 
conſiſts chiefly in their unwillingneſs toRe- 
ſtitution, becauſe of that ſhame that attends 
it, and that Poverty which they think 
will enſue to them, and rheir Families. 
Therefore. 
| 2. As Reſtitution may be ſo made, as 
to be accepted of God ; ſo there is great 
encouragement, to it from the common - 
ingenuity of men. Thoſe that have done 
wrong, and their Conſciences are afflicted 
for it, do find Merciful Den as well as 
2 
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a Merciful God. I have often been con- 
cerned both for Rich and Poor that have 
offended;and never met with anybut were 
willing to forgive. the Poor that Reſtitution 
which was due from: them, and tobe as 
' kind to the Rich as they themſelves could 
deſire, taking but, part of it, and giving 
the remainder either to the Reſtorer or to 
the Poor. 'Every man 1s ready to pity 
him that is tormented in his mind, and 
1s; more ready.to rejoyce that he 1s turned 
from the evil of his doings, and become 
Penitent, than they.are to make- ſevere 
demands. 

2. There is not ſo much trouble in 
Reſtoring, as there 1s Peace and Tran- 
quillity-of mind after it. Whilſt the guilt 
remains, whatever the gain be, yet as 
"tis faid 1n'Job c. 20: 20. He doth not feel 
quietneſs in his Belly. He hath a dreadfu} 
Chollick within him,a grievous torment in 
his Conſcience, and (at v. 18.) He cannot 
rejayce therew, But when Reſtitution is 
made>there is quietneſs and rejoycing.The 
Man 1s 1n his right-mind; cur'd of a Mala- 
' dy which he would not be troubledwith for 
all the advantages which Men get honeſt- 
Iy, much leſs for thoſe which are gotten by 
Fraud,or Violence. No queſtion but ſome=- 
times torment of the Mind brings languiſh- 


ng 


Mil - 1994 


ihg or rivet diſtempers\ | | 
and in thoſe caſes there's no Phyſi ck but 
Reſtitution, that will cure. 

I will give ,one inſtance, among many 
which may encourage men to-Reltore,from 
what I have faid in theſe two laſt Pare. 
ticulars. I was deſir*d to viſit a Womar 
in ſuch a. very violent diſtemper, _ that 
I did not Imagin ſhe could have lived be- 
yond the next day: When I examin'd 
her, as I do all, what her converſation: 
had been. towards God ' and men; ſhe 
rold me that ſhe was extreamly troubled 
for wrong done to her Maſter, . with 
whom ſhe had lived many years. before, 
by taking Money out of his Box in his 
Shop. It, was a great aggravation of 
her grief,. that ſhe knew her Maſter. to 
be a very:moroſe man, and. one who. 
would be extreamly impatient, and ne- 
ver forgive her. I promis'd, that 1 
would viſit him, and acquaint him of. 
what had happen'd to him, and that I 
did not doubt but I ſhould tind him, as 
I had done all others, ready to forgive, 
fince he knew that ſhe was unable to 
Reſtore. Accordingly I went to him, 
and when 1 related the matter to hmm, 
(though I found him troubled & aſtoniſh't 
at Ut becauſe of the confidence he _ 
O 


pt aithf jels beyond 0 thers, 3 © Was nc not VM 
"< "en phos to | forgive her, but of his own accord 
Worthily and Chriſtianly proferr'd to go to 

go and affure her of it. TIthen thought that the.” 

next news. would be that ſhe died in peace; but 

it pleaſed God, that upon the eaſe of her mind ſhe 

imediately recovered. The guilt of having done 

wrong, is like a bone out of joynt, which is al- 
wayes very painful till it be ſet again; Reſtitution 
muſt be'made, if there be ability; and humble ac. 
knowledgment if there be not, and then the Bone 

is ſet: The mind.is freed from a trouble which 

all the World could neither cure, nor yet recom- 

Pence» - If therefore Men have done wrong, let 

them make no delayes, but let me defire them as 

Nehemiah did the Fewes, Chap. 5.11. Reſtore 1 

pray you even THIS DAY that which you have 

ynjuſtly taken away. 

And as to thoſe to whom this Treatiſe is uſeleſs; 
tet them bleſs God for it, that no Temptation 
hath made them guilty otf uch a tormenting and 
entangling Sin by whtich they might have brought 

_ evilupon themſelves and their Poſterity. 

Andlet me'defire theirs,and all good Mens Pray- 
ers to Almighty God, that the little pains which 
E have taken in this Publication, may tend to His 
Glory, and the Good of thoſe for whom it was 
intended!: which I pray God to grant, "Through 
FESUS CHRIST our Lord, Amen. 
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